
Urban Tourism and Evolutionary Economic Geography:
Complexity and Co-evolution in Contested Spaces

Patrick Brouder & Dimitri Ioannides

Published online: 21 October 2014
# Springer Science+Business Media Dordrecht 2014

Abstract Urban tourism is an important research topic whether in mass tourism resort
areas where tourism is the economic staple or in metropolitan areas where it is one (or
more) development path(s) among many. Urban areas are dynamic and fast-paced
environments but are also places where social and economic inequalities are most
stark. Economic geography is one theoretical perspective through which researchers
address urban tourism. The recent “evolutionary turn” in economic geography is
finding its way to tourism studies but has only been applied to a few urban tourism
cases. This paper sets out the potential of evolutionary economic geography (EEG) as a
conceptual framework for urban tourism studies. The analysis draws on recent studies
of urban tourism from an evolutionary perspective to highlight the strengths of taking
such an approach and a number of avenues yet to be explored are put forward. Urban
tourism affects large numbers of residents and businesses as well as influencing labour
flows, and so understanding the dynamic nature of its development paths is vital.
Tourism development does not occur in a vacuum, and urban tourism is one area where
the complexity of the tourism economy and its place within broader regional develop-
ment strategies is most obvious. Under recent neoliberal policies of urban development,
tourism has become closely associated with place-based competition and large capital
investments. Urban tourism also enters the fray in matters of contested urban spaces
with issues of local governance, such as privatisation of public space, moving increas-
ingly to the fore. The paper concludes with a list of future approaches to evolutionary
studies of urban tourism to broaden the scope beyond the dominant financial metrics of
tourism success.
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Introduction

Cities have long been major foci of global tourist flows (Hoffman et al. 2004).
Especially over the last quarter century or so, numerous cities throughout the world,
from major metropolitan regions down to small market towns, have immersed them-
selves in a global tug-of-war whereby they actively compete to attract visitors, espe-
cially to their central areas (Beauregard 1998; Judd and Fainstein 1999; Fainstein et al.
2004; Gotham 2006; Ioannides, D., & Petridou E. Contingent neoliberalism and urban
tourism in the United States. In J. Mosedale (Ed.) Neoliberalism and tourism: projects,
discourses and practices. London: Ashgate, in press). As Fainstein et al. (2004: 1) point
out, “urban regimes have especially focused on the competition for tourists because,
unlike other economic sectors where central cities lose out to peripheral areas, in the
case of tourism, the urban core dominates the metropolitan area.”

Given the growing importance of tourism within urban areas, an expanding body of
scholarship has emerged on the topic since the mid-1990s when Page (1995) first
mentioned that research on city-based tourism was, at best, sketchy and suffered from
theoretical gaps (Judd and Fainstein 1999). There now exists a solid body of literature
relating to city-based tourism (cf. Ashworth and Page 2011) with explorations ranging,
for example, from discussions about the transformation of cities from centres of cultural
to creative consumption (Richards and Wilson 2007) to the use of regulation theory to
comprehend the workings of urban tourism (Fainstein et al. 2004).

One aspect about urban tourism is that when dealing with metropolitan regions,
especially those with extremely diffuse economies, this sector emerges as only one of
several development paths. In fact, tourism development never occurs in a vacuum and
urban tourism is one issue where the complexity of the tourism economy and its place
within broader regional development strategies is most obvious. The co-evolution of the
various tourism paths in urban areas is especially complex and so too is the interaction of
the various tourism paths with other regional economic developments (cf. Brouder
2014a). For instance, urban tourism enters the fray in matters of contested urban spaces
with issues of local governance, such as privatisation of public space, moving increas-
ingly to the fore. In urban regions of varying scales, tourism can have an effect, for
instance, on a large number of residents while also influencing the geography of work
and workers (Tufts 2006; Zampoukos and Ioannides 2011) as well as local businesses.

This ultimately means that understanding the dynamic nature of tourism’s develop-
ment is especially vital, and to achieve this, it is useful to utilise economic geography as
a key theoretical perspective (Ioannides and Debbage 1998, 2014). Specifically, the
recent “evolutionary turn” in economic geography, which has begun finding its way
into tourism studies, provides a useful lens for exploring the sector’s dynamic nature as
has already been demonstrated in a small number of studies (e.g. Brouder and Eriksson
2013a; Gill and Williams 2014). Researchers addressing such matters in mature urban
tourism destinations, as well as more recently emerging and expanding urban tourism
economies, will find much scope for empirical enquiry by applying an evolutionary
economic geography lens to urban tourism economies.
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This paper sets out the potential of applying evolutionary economic geography
(EEG) (cf. Boschma and Martin 2010a) in studies of urban tourism, highlighting the
concepts of co-evolution and complexity in contested urban spaces. In this paper, our
principal aim is to examine the applications of EEG to urban tourism. We draw on
recent studies of urban tourism, which utilise an evolutionary perspective, in order to
highlight the possibilities of adopting such an approach, and we put forward a number
of avenues yet to be explored. The paper concludes with a future research agenda for
evolutionary approaches to studies of urban tourism, one that demands a holistic
conceptualisation of the economic evolution of urban tourism economies.

Economic Geography and Tourism—an Evolving Theoretical Framework?

Economic geography attempts to understand the development of regional economies
from a spatial perspective and examines the reasons behind the varying fortunes of
regions. Simply put, economic geography seeks to comprehend why certain areas
prosper while others do not. It also examines the economic restructuring of regions,
offering explanations for their changing fortunes over time.

In the case of varying patterns of tourism development, in the past, these have been
simplistically perceived as being the result of inherent locational advantages (e.g. a rich
and diverse base of natural and human-built attractions as well as good connections to
major markets). However, these factors only partially explain the long-term evolution
of destinations. When it comes down to the level of the destination, there are both
subtle change processes at play as well as major top-down investments, which can
change the face of the destination in general and tourism in particular. Thus, it is
necessary to analyse change processes at localised but multiple levels, including the
firm level, the destination level and the regional level (cf. Haugland et al. 2011).

Ioannides (2006) calls for a more active, closer connection between tourism studies
and economic geography with a view to finding new perspectives on change in tourism
(see also Ioannides andDebbage 2014). One recent development in economic geography,
which has received attention from tourism scholars, is EEG (cf. Brouder and Eriksson
2013b; Brouder 2013, 2014a). With its focus on the historical factors, which condition
the future courses of regional development (Boschma and Martin 2010b), EEG draws
attention to long-term, ongoing processes leading to change. EEG also highlights the
heterodox nature of regional economies, with not one but many possible development
paths present in a given region at any given time. Thus, Brouder (2014b) argues that EEG
can help contribute towards understanding of tourism in regions where it is not the
dominant sector, or where it is made up of multiple, possibly contesting, paths.

Papatheodorou (2004) demonstrated the position and action of peripheral players in
mass tourism destinations and highlighted the interplay between market and spatial
forces. As such, his was among the first studies to isolate the notion of spatial evolution
of the tourism sector including the role of powerful conglomerates, such as interna-
tional hotel chains and food services chains, who inevitably occupy the centre of the
tourism system. EEG theory has created theoretical space to build on Papatheodrorou’s
work since “potential exists for studies to include the multiple, co-evolving, tourism
development paths within a regional economy of multiple, co-evolving, non-tourism
development paths” (Brouder and Eriksson 2013b: 374). Thus, tourism must not be

Urban Tourism and Evolutionary Economic Geography 421



conceptualised as a monolithic development path but rather as (an) internally contested
and externally fractional development path(s).

In other words, there are both central actors and peripheral actors, each with their
own (sometimes competing) goals, and they all operate in regions where many other
actors with very different (non-tourism) goals are also operating. This is especially the
case in the context of urban areas. Such a conceptualisation echoes the influential call
of Milne and Ateljevic (2001) for a more rigorous understanding of the tourism
economy, and while they highlight new economic geography approaches as being of
particular interest, their call for embracing complexity is also well-matched to the recent
emergence of evolutionary economic geography in tourism studies. One caveat, how-
ever, is that economic geography approaches have often been critiqued for failing to
incorporate a political economy perspective (Bianchi 2009), and there has been some
debate in EEG as to whether it can (or should) do more in this regard (cf. Essletzbichler
2009; MacKinnon et al. 2009).

It is worth noting that “tourism development has been spatially uneven within
countries” (Rogerson and Visser 2007: 16). This in itself points to localised processes,
which influence the development of certain sectors over others. It also forms a tangible
foundation for questioning the sustainability of regions pursuing one development path,
whether destinations are emerging or going through a period of gradual change. When
new sectors emerge, there is a related change in the institutional structure of the region.
New institutions emerge, old institutions are challenged and individuals with particular
skill sets become marginalised while others become central and still others manage to
adapt their skills to the new institutional reality (cf. Brouder and Eriksson 2013b). As a
result of seemingly ever-increasing place competition, “the role of tourism has strength-
ened such that it represents an important policy issue for urban sustainable develop-
ment” (Rogerson 2013: 189). Thus, urban environments constitute natural laboratories
for studying the complex evolution of tourism alongside other development paths, and
we argue that EEG emerges as a particularly useful theoretical framework.

EEG has been shown to offer a useful analytical approach towards understanding
tourism development since it possesses several advantages (cf. Boschma and Martin
2010b; Essletzbichler 2012):

& EEG is focussed on economic issues but is open to broader definitions of devel-
opment than purely monetary/financial conceptualisations of development.

& EEG is embedded in local conditions and is spatially sensitive while being operable
at multiple scales and being concerned with long-term, gradual developments.

& EEG is related to innovation through its neo-Schumpeterian view on continuous
reproduction of knowledge as central to change.

EEG highlights relational exchange through knowledge transfer but does not,
however, limit this to interfirm exchanges. The role of the public sector has long been
incorporated into evolutionary economics through the concept of innovation systems
(Cooke 1992; Freeman 1987; Lundvall 1992; Malerba 2004). EEG maintains that
change is ongoing and takes time. If a region is to change its industrial profile, it will
do so over the long-term and any diversification will be conditioned by the related
sectors available in the region (Neffke and Svensson Henning 2010). Thus, how exactly
tourism emerges is open to further investigation.
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EEG and Tourism Studies

Within the extant studies of EEG and tourism “there are two main areas addressed: path
dependence (and how to break from a path) and co-evolution (of tourism paths within a
region and of regional paths including tourism)” (Brouder 2014b). Interestingly, con-
trary to more general studies on EEG with their overwhelming focus on urban
agglomerations, most tourism studies utilising this perspective concentrate on rural
areas (e.g. Brouder and Eriksson 2013a; Halkier and Therkelsen 2013; Larsson and
Lindström 2014; Randelli et al. 2014; Brouder, P., & Fullerton, C. Cascade effect or
co-evolution in tourism in the Niagara region? Scandinavian Journal of Hospitality and
Tourism, 15, in press). Meanwhile, the handful of tourism studies which have already
utilised EEG in an urban context can be categorised into two groups: resort destinations
(Gill and Williams 2011, 2014) and mass tourism centres (Ma and Hassink 2014; Sanz-
Ibáñez and Anton Clavé 2014). As yet, there have been no cases of EEG and tourism in
metropolitan settings which, again, is somewhat puzzling in light of the important place
metropolitan places hold in the general body of EEG research.

In a recent research note, Garcia-Cabrera and Duran-Herrera (2014) focus on the
concept of co-evolution in Spanish mass tourism and highlight that entrepreneurs and
institutions co-evolve when faced with the financial crisis. While the focus of their work is
on the tourism industry, the financial crisis must also have led to co-evolution between
tourism and other sectors of the regional economy (in Spain and elsewhere) as institutions
adjusted to the economic shock and as certain stakeholders repositioned themselves in the
regional economic system. For example, tourism and agriculture regained stature during
the Irish economic crisis—agriculture has regained its historic prominence in the national
economy (McWilliams 2014) and 2013 proved to be the most successful tourism year in
almost a decade (Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 2014). There is, thus, ample
empirical material for studies of EEG and tourism whether the focus is on changes within
tourism or changes in tourism’s place within the wider economy. However, as Garcia-
Cabrera and Duran-Herrera (2014) caution, there may be a time lag between external
changes impacting the tourism system and changed behaviour of the tourism stakeholders.
This has implications for research design, particularly in cases of shocks to the system.

Given that large urban areas tend to have a faster pace of change and a more
diversified economy than other regions, there is great scope for studies of EEG
and tourism in urban settings. Moreover, the changes in governance frameworks
that have been dominant in the neoliberal era since the early 1980s imply that
urban tourism environments are becoming even more complex and, arguably,
more contested. We now examine the changes in urban governance and the
implications for urban tourism research.

Evolutionary Change in the Neoliberal Era

Since the early 1980s, the transformation of cities throughout the world has been linked
to the rising dominance of neoliberal ideology, which has resulted, for instance, in the
reduction of the Keynesian welfare state, and the redirection of governance responsibil-
ities from government at all levels towards public-private initiatives (Brenner and
Theodore 2002; Peck and Tickell 2002). An outcome of this rise in neoliberalism has
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been that cities have often been forced to become more entrepreneurial than ever before,
embarking on projects that emphasise their competitiveness in the global arena. As such,
pursuing visitors in order to strengthen cities’ economies and transform them into
desirable places to live has become a particularly important narrative of the contempo-
rary era (Judd 2004; Hall 2006; Ioannides, D., & Petridou E. Contingent neoliberalism
and urban tourism in the United States. In J. Mosedale (Ed.) Neoliberalism and tourism:
projects, discourses and practices. London: Ashgate, in press). Interestingly, such
strategies have not been solely restricted to metropolitan regions in advanced econo-
mies. Rather, the proliferation of large-scale investments with a tourist twist, such as the
ones witnessed in South African cities like Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town
(Rogerson 2013) as well as Dubai (Henderson 2006), that arise from entrepreneurialism
and the pursuit of foreign direct investment have been a major reflection of the rising
global dominance of neoliberal solutions to regional growth.

A significant point of discussion concerning neoliberalism is that it has been static in
neither time nor space. In other words, although many observers have been quick to
dismiss the proliferation of downtown redevelopment projects and the enticement of
major events as a reflection of the dominance of neoliberal ideology and the associated
globalisation of culture (Owens 2008), they fail to acknowledge that neoliberalism itself
has continually evolved from its initial proto/rollback guise of the early 1980s through to
its roll-out/revanchist identity of the 1990s and early 2000s to what some observers
argue has been its impending demise resulting from the global financial crisis of recent
years (Smith 2009; Brenner et al. 2010). Moreover, they tend to ignore that neoliberal-
ism is not a one-size-fits-all approach but, in fact, is highly contingent in a spatial sense
(Wilson 2004; Hackworth 2007) since it plays out differently from place to place. This
means they fail to account for the “contextual embeddedness of neoliberal restructuring
projects insofar as they have been produced within national, regional, and local contexts
defined by the legacies of inherited institutional frameworks, policy regimes, regulatory
practices, and political struggles” (Brenner and Theodore 2002: 351).

In particular, the argument by Brenner et al. (2010: 327) that neoliberalisation appears
“as a variegated, geographically uneven and path-dependent process” [emphasis added]
has direct relevance for examining urban tourism and how it plays out in various
contexts through the EEG lens. Thus, for example, it would be useful to comprehend
how ever-evolving urban governance structures form and implement strategies that
directly and indirectly influence tourism development within a sustainability context
(Gill and Williams 2014). Alternatively, EEG could offer a useful perspective when
seeking to comprehend shifts in the urban tourism terrain and breaks in path dependency
that emerge in the aftermath of social and economic crises such as those that have
plagued Greece in recent years (Ioannides, D., & Petridou E. Contingent neoliberalism
and urban tourism in the United States. In J. Mosedale (Ed.) Neoliberalism and tourism:
projects, discourses and practices. London: Ashgate, in press).

Finally, the adoption of an EEG framework within the scope of urban tourism is
useful for strengthening scholarship that synchronises tourism research with critiques of
neoliberalism, a subject which Hall and Page (2012) believe is of paramount impor-
tance in human geography. Rogerson (2013: 189) makes a salient point here regarding
research on “shared growth” in South African cities, especially Cape Town, Durban
and Johannesburg. While control in the tourism industry in these destinations is highly
concentrated in the hands of large corporations, inadequate attention has been paid to
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SMEs, which in sheer numbers make up the vast majority of tourism businesses. In
turn, this lack of attention means that the position, for example, of black entrepreneurs
in the industry, especially those involved in township tourism, has not been explored in
depth. The adoption of an EEG lens would allow researchers to view the SMEs
associated with the various market segments as representing tourism development
paths, which are distinct from those of corporate development firms, and explore their
interplay from there. Furthermore, the interconnection of these tourism-oriented trends
with those of sectors and institutions not directly linked to the industry could also be
identified and further developed. For instance, the link between the creative economy
and the tourism economy is well-established (Richards and Wilson 2007), and this is
now being extended to link creative tourism with alternative tourism (Richards and
Russo 2014).

Urban Tourism and Evolutionary Economic Geography

From an EEG perspective, knowledge is constantly being produced and reproduced
and the ongoing transfer and utilisation of this knowledge leads to changes in long-term
regional economic development. EEG conceptualises “economic geography as dealing
with the uneven distribution of economic activity across space. An evolutionary
approach specifically focuses on the historical processes that produce these patterns”
(Boschma and Frenken 2011: 296). Thus, by studying the local innovation processes,
which lead to change within the tourism economy of a region, it is possible to see how
tourism becomes embedded in certain locales while remaining tentative or underdevel-
oped in others. With its focus on long-term, incremental evolution, EEG also makes it
feasible to focus on areas which are not the classic success stories, including urban
areas where tourism is not the economic mainstay of the place but, at different times,
has been, or may become, a significant part of the local economy.

Rogerson and Rogerson (2014) have shown divergent urban tourism development
pathways in eight metropolitan areas of South Africa by comparing the changes in
market segments (e.g. business, leisure, domestic, international, VFR) in each large
urban centre. Without a doubt, each segment has a related group of entrepreneurs and
institutions, which become the localised winners and losers as patterns of travel change.
Rogerson and Rogerson (2014) call for more local-level studies to fully investigate
these divergent trends, and we hold that EEG can claim its stake as an appropriate
theoretical frame through which to analyse trends in South African cities but also other
large urban centres and metropolitan regions globally.

One challenge in tourism studies relating to economic change is whether the tourism
sector or the regional economy should be given primacy. An evolutionary perspective
treats tourism development as one path (or perhaps several paths) co-evolving along-
side other sectoral paths in the regional economy. Tourism development paths in urban
settings could atrophy over time even if they have demonstrated success at various
levels in previous years. Additionally, completely new paths are likely to emerge in a
region and may challenge the existing economic focus (e.g. the IT sector boom in
Dublin, Ireland, in the 1990s). Thus, the microprocesses relating to tourism develop-
ment need to be examined more closely in order to see how embedded the tourism
economy is in the wider regional economy. Rogerson and Visser (2011: 84) see urban
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tourism as “a critical aspect of the larger South African tourism economy… in the
future further growth and significant expansion is likely to occur.” This distinction at
least highlights that cities in the global South have very different tourism development
trajectories to their global North counterparts and that this is an important area of
growth in the coming decades. Following this, the relationship between urban tourism
and urban poverty needs to be examined further since rapidly urbanising societies
present a strong rationale for focusing poverty alleviation research in tourism on the
urban centres of the global South (Rogerson and Visser 2011). The challenge of
studying EEG and urban tourism is warranted, given the importance of urban centres
in the twenty-first century and the potential of an EEG lens to better understand the
existing and emerging urban diversity.

How scholars researching EEG and tourism define development will have a direct
impact on how they conceptualise pro-poor tourism development with the South
African case a challenge to scholars to include broader definitions of development
than purely economic ones. Moving beyond a global North-centric perspective may
ultimately lead to reassessing research in the global North where “boosterist” dis-
courses of urban tourism development still dominate (cf. Rogerson and Visser 2011:
85). Thus, the extant literature on urban tourism encourages greater conceptual en-
gagement with EEG in order to address the theoretical development of both EEG and
urban tourism.

EEG and Urban Tourism: an Emerging Research Agenda?

In recent years, evolutionary economic geography (EEG) has been applied to various
tourism cases (cf. Brouder 2014b). However, relatively few have focused on urban
settings. This is somewhat incongruous with EEG studies in general, which have
mostly focused on large urban centres. The urban economic environment itself is a
rich empirical field due to its inherent complexity, and as urbanisation and counter-
urbanisation processes continue, cities will increasingly be important places when it
comes to the challenge of achieving sustainable development (Rogerson 2013;
Rogerson and Visser 2011). EEG is conceptually broad enough to challenge growth-
centric approaches in urban tourism research since “there is no a priori reason to
suggest that [capitalist markets are] optimising or cannot be changed to obtain alterna-
tive goals… In this sense, evolutionary theory can evolve into a scientifically and
socially progressive research programme.” (Essletzbichler 2012: 143). While the gen-
eral scope of EEG is quite broad, we have selected a number of important and
actionable research themes in urban tourism studies which would benefit from an
EEG perspective. The list is not exhaustive but rather it is a first step in stimulating
research on EEG and urban tourism.

1. Co-evolution of urban tourism firms with the public sector and NGOs: Gill and
Williams (2011, 2014) have already contributed work relating to these issues,
especially the manner in which governance strategies evolve through time in the
context of the Canadian winter tourism resort of Whistler. It seems only natural to
expand this work to examine large urban areas where tourism is only one of many
development paths. It would be especially interesting, for instance, to investigate
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how, in the face of global economic crises and the rise of urban resistance
movements (e.g. the crisis that has had particularly brutal outcomes in southern
Europe), cities are often forced to break out of their path-dependent governance
models. This, in turn, may trigger new approaches to tourism development and
marketing while at the same time other actors (e.g. tourism companies and NGOs)
seek out novel ways to portray the city, which extend beyond the status quo of
culturally driven strategies (cf. Richards and Wilson 2007).

2. Beyond mega-projects and cultural tourism solutions: The work by Richards and
Wilson (2007) itself points to the fact that many cities are beginning to explore
avenues beyond the predictable neoliberal emphasis on the staging of mega-events.
City centre transformation now includes projects designed to lure cultural visitors
and is somewhat closer to local stakeholders, albeit with certain cultural elites
driving change. Investigations of such transformation through an EEG lens could
include, for instance, analysing the triggers leading to an escape from path-
dependent actions of tourism stakeholders towards the creation of new paths.
The role of agents not normally seen as being directly related to tourism, like
artists (e.g. street artists) and movements such as guerrilla garden projects, indi-
rectly lead to new forms of tourism in areas beyond the traditional tourism enclaves
and are seldom-studied stakeholders.

3. Evolution of the informal economy: As numerous metropolitan regions, for in-
stance, are rapidly transformed into globalised hubs with immigrants of many
nationalities, there is often a rise of informal economies, which are especially
dominant in the parts of the city where these individuals tend to gravitate. Often
these are zones of exclusion, parts of the city resting outside the areas that the
neoliberal projects seek to protect, and as such, they offer the potential for new
forms of visitor-related activities and can be very innovative. Once more, the
network of actors influencing the fortunes of these zones and the manner in which
they contribute towards new path development that affects the development of
tourism and local well-being are worthy of empirical investigation even though
they fall outside of traditional tourism metrics.

4. Networking and knowledge transfer in dense urban environments: Ashworth and
Page (2011) highlighted that cities are multifunctional entities where tourism
becomes almost invisible. That being said, cities also offer a unique perspective
on tourism networks since there are more opportunities for interaction with related
sectors. Richards and Wilson (2007) have shown that tourism has much interaction
with the creative sectors and the potential for this is greatest in urban contexts even
if it is also harder to realise this potential because of competing interests and
financial pressure. In any case, studies of knowledge transfer in urban contexts,
which draw on EEG theory and the existing rural case studies (e.g. Larsson and
Lindström 2014), will reveal the nature and extent of intra- and extra-urban tourism
networking and will elaborate on the role this plays in the evolution of urban
destinations going forward.

5. Path dependence and new path creation: Gill and Williams (2011) have shown
path dependence to be present in their case of the resort community of Whistler and
also that local stakeholders can create a new, more sustainable path, through a
process of “mindful deviation” (Gill and Williams 2014). Thus, there already exists
a blueprint for studies of new path creation in large urban contexts. Urban tourism
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is an important element in general sustainable development (Rogerson 2013). How
exactly urban stakeholders develop tourism in an inclusive and sustainable manner
will be one of the most important points of study by urban tourism scholars in the
years ahead.

6. Contribution of new tourism firms to regional branching: As tourism continues to
expand its reach across the globe, it is emerging in and spreading through more and
more urban centres, particularly in the global South. Building on studies of, for
example, the informal economy and urban tourism enclaves, it will be possible to
trace the long-term evolution of the local geography of tourism as it permeates
even more urban communities. Branching implies taking knowledge from other
geographical contexts and from other related sectors and applying it in a new
context. Urban tourism is a genuine empirical goldmine for studies elaborating on
mechanisms of urban change as grassroots economic developments appeal to many
tourists.

The above are only a handful of possible research areas, which could fuel the
application of EEG to urban tourism. Certainly, as inquiries into these areas gather
steam, they will lead to even more areas of exploration relating to this topic. It is our
sincere hope that through this article, we can inspire geographers and other researchers
who investigate the dynamics of tourism to expand the focus of their attention on
tourism development paths in urban regions.
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