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Abstract 
 
In this thesis we investigated how the field of environmental journalism was perceived and 
worked with by a group of local journalists in the Argentinean region Cuyo. Based on a 
theoretical framework of gatekeeping and news value, this qualitative research utilized 
semi-structured interviews to investigate which personal, editorial and societal conditions the 
interviewees considered of importance regarding environmental news reporting. The results 
of this study suggest that though many of the interviewees harboured a personal interest in 
environmental matters, these were not considered relevant or news worthy enough to be 
assigned the necessary journalistic resources for a more in depth news coverage. 
Furthermore, they suggest that environmentally related news are perceived as more complex 
and hard to tell than the ones of other fields, and that the level of education and knowledge 
regarding this rarely was felt as sufficient among the interviewed journalists. 
 
Key words: Environmental journalism, Argentina, developing country, News values, media 
systems 
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Preface 
 
This thesis was possible to write thanks to a Minor Field Studies-scholarship (Utbyten.se, 
2019). Over the course of eight weeks in November and December 2019, a number of local 
Argentine newsrooms were visited and journalists interviewed regarding their views on the 
field of local, environmental journalism. Protecting the environment and fighting climate 
change is one of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (UN, 2019), and as such it was 
our goal to take a closer look on how local Argentine journalism fits into the global context 
of creating awareness regarding environmental issues. By talking to the journalists 
themselves, we were after the thoughts and notions behind the measurable reality of the 
number of published articles on the topic; the subjective perception and the views on what 
this journalistic field is and ought to be about. Globally, environmental journalism is still a 
fairly new phenomenon, but it times of a planetary, environmental crisis it has been predicted 
to increase dramatically (Niemanlab, 2019). However, most of the research yet conducted in 
this field has been concentrated to western countries and contexts, even though these rarely 
are the ones mostly suffering from the effects of a changing climate (Gibson, Craig, Harper & 
Alpert, 2016). We wanted to look closer on how environmental reporting was perceived in a 
desertic region of a still developing country, were drought and water shortage due to a 
warmer climate compose a recurring and increasingly severe problem.  
 
The climate change is of global concern and if we are to solve this crisis it is of utmost 
importance that many of us change behaviours, habits and lifestyles. Change begins in the 
day to day-life, and in that life, media plays a crucial part regarding the information that 
reaches us. According to, and through, different theories and processes, the media agenda 
becomes our personal one, and vice versa. And the degree of environmental presence on that 
agenda might just determine our perception of the importance of the issue. The journalism, 
regarding itself a fourth state power or not, has the power to enlighten and raise awareness, 
and properly executed it can help to provoke massive changes in society. As future journalists 
ourselves, this is our conviction, and as humanity faces an existential, environmental crisis, 
the journalism and the journalists have the power to aid in the massive change needed in 
order for this planet to stay habitable for future generations.  
The question is - do they? And if not, why? 
 
This thesis is an attempt to paint a small piece of the global picture regarding how the 
journalists themselves see this, which roles they consider themselves playing, which power 
they have and which obstacles they see standing in their way in the field of local 
environmental journalism. 
 
Leo Rehnfeldt & Johanna Sundbeck 
Mendoza, Argentina  
December 2019 
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1. Introduction 
In 2019, Argentina’s Mendoza province suffered the longest period of drought in 110 years 
(Los Andes, 2019). The situation was similar in the entire Cuyo region, with 15 of the most 
important water reservoirs affected. What happens when climate change hits an already 
desertic region and triggers its biggest water crisis in modern history, and how is this treated 
by the local media? That is what sparked our curiosity and lead to this study. 
 
While climate activist Greta Thunberg continues her school strike for the climate (Fridays for 
Future, 2019) and crosses the Atlantic ocean by boat, hundreds of domestic animals die from 
thirst in San Juan (Via País, 2019). And just as Argentina’s new president Alberto Fernandez 
assumes his post, a new law is passed in Mendoza that allows extensive chemical use in the 
mining industry, sparking enormous protests due to the fear of having the little drinking water 
that is left contaminated by cyanide and mercury (Unidiversidad, 2019). The situation is 
volatile and environmental matters are in the center of it. 
 
In this study, we focus on local environmental news reporting in the context of a developing 
country, and how environmental journalism is perceived by the local journalism themselves. 
From a scientific point of view, this becomes interesting to investigate since the 
environmental issue, or crisis as it often is described, has emerged and become significantly 
important on the global agenda, politically as well as journalistically. The consequences of a 
warmer climate are in many parts alarming, and to investigate how the media treats the matter 
can serve as a pointer to how people perceive the question in large. Most climate reporting, 
and research on the topic, has been concentrated to the western world (Mercado, 2012). This 
in spite of the fact that western countries rarely are the ones who suffer mostly from the 
consequences of climate change and global warming.  
 
Latin America has in recent years seen an increase of climate related natural disasters, with 
for example 2019’s wildfires in the Amazon rainforest or the previously mentioned drought. 
At the same time, it is the continent where most environmental defenders and activists get 
killed because of their engagement in the matter (Naturskyddsföreningen, 2019), and 
journalists face an increasing amount of problems in a region where the press freedom is 
declining (RSF, 2019).  
 
To make news about a complex and heavily debated problem, as in the case with 
environment and global warming, can be challenging enough in itself. Adding the challenges 
a developing country already faces, with small political will and turbulent social reality, it 
might be even harder. The aim of this study is to examine how local Argentinean journalists 
view their possibility to work with, and own news production within the field of 
environmental journalism. And furthermore, how this environmental journalism in itself is 
defined. The environment can be defined as the circumstances, objects, or conditions by 
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which one is surrounded (Merriam-Webster, 2019) which includes everything from our home 
and neighborhood to country, continent and planet. Depending on where on this scale one 
puts the environmental attention, one might also believe that the reporting of the matter 
changes. 
 
During what many have come to call the Latin American Spring, when big protests surged in 
several countries in the region in the second half of 2019, the topics of environment and 
climate have been present among the demands of the social movements. Climate conference 
COP25 was supposed to be held in Santiago de Chile, but was cancelled by president Piñera 
due to the furious protests and relocated to Madrid. And as the Chilean protests continue, so 
does the water scarcity and mining controverse just across the border, where the Cuyo region 
and its media are found. And that is where this study starts.  
 
 

2. Purpose and research questions 
 
The object of this study is to examine how Argentinean local journalists view their 
possibilities to work with environmental journalism, and how they perceive their own 
news production within that field. 
 
RQ1: What personal conditions are of importance regarding the possibilities to cover 
environment and climate issues according to Argentinean journalists? 
 
RQ2: What editorial conditions affect the environmental news production of local 
Argentinean newspapers according to the journalists there employed? 
 
RQ3: What societal conditions dictate the terms of local Argentinean environmental 
reporting according to the local reporters and journalists? 
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3. Theory and previous research 
 
In this chapter we aim to lay out the theoretical framework within which this study operates 
and also highlight a few studies and researchers that have developed and contributed to the 
knowledge of media systems in a latin american context, concluding in what until now is 
known of Argentinean environmental reporting.  
 

3.1 Argentina as a media system 
 

3.1.1 Journalism in the Argentinean system 

The desire among journalists to influence the society, by either assuming the role of a neutral 
observer or an active participant, varies within the world’s media systems. But similarities in 
the professional journalistic routines as editorial procedures exist in countries as diverse as 
Germany and Brazil for example.(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 413). The fact that 
media systems diverge around the world becomes important to bear in mind in the case of 
this study. It is significant to delve into the media system of Argentina and Latin America to 
understand why Argentine journalists are, for example, more neutral or active regarding the 
issue of global warming. Earlier studies has shown that certain differences continue to 
dominate where professional views of journalists are colored by national media systems 
(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 413).  
 
News production is among other dependent on the political, historical and cultural contexts 
that shape the profession, and the western conception of how journalism should operate in a 
free-press system may not be desirable in some parts of the world. (Wahl-Jorgensen & 
Hanitzsch, 2009: 413). Whether journalists choose to assume a more neutral or active role 
can also influence or effect the reporting of societal issues, as the environmental problems. In 
several countries outside of Europe the pressure from political sources seem to be strong, 
which also affects the journalistic news reporting (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 421). 
In a large number of countries where a more authoritarian regime prevails, political influence 
in the media trough ownership and censorship is a long tradition (Voltmer, 2012).  
What is seen as crucial in studies of media systems is the relations between political power 
and the media. In previous studies, when comparing media systems, researchers have 
concluded that historical heritage as well as social, political and economic differences are the 
key to understanding differences within media systems (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 
413). In the studies where Latin american and US journalists are compared, the major 
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difference was found in the greater desire of Latin american journalists for prestige in the 
community and the organization. They also showed greater respect regarding their 
newspapers even though the journalists were generally less satisfied with their career 
(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 413).  
 
Even though the media freedom in Argentina is guaranteed by the constitution, the poor 
relationship between the government and the media is a barrier to journalism (Freedom of the 
press, 2017). Latin America has historically seen a high owner concentration in commercial 
media (Becerra & Mastri, 2017). Argentina is no exception to this, with its market 
dominating actor Clarín group. Clarín has since the 1980’s purchased several media 
newsrooms and channels, on a local as well as national level, among which the country’s 
most watched television channel, Todo Noticias, is found (Becerra & Mastri, 2017). 
 

Public service media holds a weaker position in the country than its commercial counterpart, 
with less economic power and generally lower salaries (Amado & Waisbord, 2018). Private 
industrial media is hence the main context of employment for Argentine journalists (Amado 
& Waisbord, 2018). Some argue that the owner concentration and vast media privatization, 
with the influential corporate interests following, do not affect the journalistic profession or 
content in any significant way (Armado & Waisbord, 2018) while others strongly disagree to 
that statement, more och which will be highlighted in the result chapter of this study. What is 
certain is that the national reality of media ownership also reflects on a regional level, 
whereas Cuyo’s main newspapers are all privately owned and driven as economical 
companies. Even here Clarín group is represented, as owner of Mendoza’s historically largest 
newspaper Los Andes (Protectora, 2019).  
 

3.1.2 Media trends and challenges in Argentina 

Although news consumption in general seems to be decreasing, and the TV holds its position 
as most frequently used media, the local press still has a strong position in Argentinean 
society. Where online news consumption is increasing in general, the print edition of the local 
or regional newspaper still reaches 25% of the population on a weekly basis (compared to 
11% on its’ online platforms) (Reuters, 2019). Over the last three years, Argentinean weekly 
print consumption has fallen from 45% to 28%, and in the last year news consumption in 
general has decreased on all platforms according to Reuters Institute (Reuters, 2019). During 
the last year the country has seen cancellations of well established magazines, and in total 
over 500 jobs in the news media industry were lost during 2018 (Reuters, 2019). In 2018, 
after the government’s approval, market leading Grupo Clarín merged together with the 
telecommunications company Telecom, thus becoming an even more dominant actor on the 
national media market (Reuters, 2019).  
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Reporters without borders (RSF, 2019) has ranked Argentina as the 57th place of 180 
countries in their press freedom index, which suggests a relatively strong press freedom but 
with notable problems. Argentina has also fallen in the ranking since 2018, from 52nd to 57th 
place. There is a strong polarization between state- and privately owned media, and during 
current president Mauricio Macri budget cuts have been made which according to RSF have 
weakened the state-owned media further (RSF, 2019). Problems faced by an increased 
number journalists are police aggressiveness and violence, when covering street protests, but 
there are yet no registered murders of journalists, citizen journalists or media assistants in 
2019 (RSF, 2019). 
 
In Argentina and Latin America, as previously mentioned, journalists practice their 
profession in a context of economic and political instability where the public information and 
news are controlled by a clientelism system, and this form of system is based on the so-called 
logic quid pro quo (Amado & Waisbord, 2018). Earlier studies of local communication have 
been focused at political economy of the media regarding challenges of concentration and 
ownership. As mentioned, the vulnerable economic situation with high inflation poses a 
threat not only to journalists but all Argentinean professionals. During the past years the 
inflation has not ceased to increase, while the salaries have not managed to keep up with the 
escalating living expenses (Clarín, 2019).  
 

3.2 The structure of journalism work 
 
3.2.1 What becomes news? 

Since this study is focused on how local Argentinean journalists view their possibilities to 
work with, and own news production within the field of environmental journalism , it is 
necessary to be aware of the previously established criteria concerning newsworthiness and 
news value in general. The questions of possibility and own production in the area are both 
tightly associated with the perception of the question in large, and whether or not it is looked 
upon as interesting or news worthy enough to actually cover.  
 
The first to introduce the concept of news value as a theory was Robert Lippmann in his work 
Public Opinion, 1922. According to this theory, there are certain factors behind the fact that 
some events turn into news, while others do not. Lippmann called these News factors 
(Lippmann, 2007). Later research conducted by Johan Galtung and Mari Ruge in the 1960’s 
developed this theory, concluding in twelve different criteria, news factors, which determine 
the newsworthiness of an event (Galtung & Ruge, 1965). These were frequency, threshold, 
unambiguity, meaningfulness, consonance, unexpectedness, continuity, composition, 
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reference to elite nations, reference to elite people, reference to persons and reference to 
something negative. Although these criteria have been debated for years they are still among 
the most trusted and referred to within the frames of this theory (Galtung & Ruge, 1965). The 
digital news channels and papers today have a significantly faster pace in the distribution of 
news, but despite that, Galtung and Ruge’s reasoning is still valid as an interpretation of 
which events or phenomena are being selected as news. Normally the news that figure online 
are the same that get published on paper, and the same process of selection and valuation of 
news applies (Singer, 2008).  

Galtung and Ruge are far from alone in contributing to the theory of news value. Another 
significant scientist worth mentioning is Henk Prakke. He developed a model where the 
distance to the events taken place is crucial to whether or not they are made news out of. He 
separated this distance into three categories; distance in time, geographical distance and 
cultural distance (Prakke, 1969). According to this model, the lesser the distance - the bigger 
the news value of an event is perceived, and this basic criteria seems to be valid and widely 
spread across the world. However, this model does not take into consideration the news value 
of sensational or highly unusual events, which the twelve criteria of Galtung and Ruge do 
take into account.  
 
Important to take into consideration though is what Denis McQuail calls “western bias” 
(McQuail, 2010:10 ). Since most theories in the field of journalistic research originate from 
western, developed countries, one must not make the mistake of thinking they automatically 
translate unto the contexts and media reality of developing countries. While conducting 
research in these countries, it is utterly important to be aware of this western bias as a 
possible weakness, theoretically as well as methodologically, and to not let one own’s pre 
understanding in the matter get in the way of making a clear interpretation of the study’s 
actual results.  
 

3.1.2 Gatekeeping in the editorial offices 

Climate change is subject to filtering processes at diverse gatekeeping levels within the 
structure of the international information. These filters influence the amount of media 
attention devoted to a topic (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 4), resulting in more coverage on 
certain matters while others are left basically untold. To explain the underlying factors, it is 
essential to understand the people, organizations and institutions that control the 
communication channels (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 5), such as in the case of this study, 
Argentinean newspapers. According to previous studies, the fight against climate change is 
not a priority of the political agenda in Argentina and it is communicated to a less extent in 
the national press (Mercado, 2012). With the theory of gatekeeping, the habits and routines of 
the Argentine journalists can be analyzed and also partly explain the selection of news in 
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Argentinean news rooms. Tim Vos and Paula Shoemaker described the function of 
gatekeeping as the center of the newsrooms role in modern public life. 

“The process of culling and crafting countless bits of information into the limited number of 
messages that reach people every day” (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 5).  

Moreover, the audience rely on journalists to transform all of the information and events into 
a manageable amount of news and media messages. The process of gatekeeping determines 
which information is selected, and also what the content of messages will be. In other words, 
the gatekeeper determine the social reality of the audience, and a person’s view of the world. 
Since recently, journalists are experiencing a process of reworking the traditional role as a 
gatekeeper. (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 5). It is no longer just about having to publish the 
news, but also to market them. With new norms and routines emerging around social media, 
it transforms into a process of journalistic negotiation, where journalists are balancing 
different norms and editorial autonomy with the increasing influence by the audience. (Edson 
C. Tandoc Jr. & Tim P. Vos: 2016). One of the examples of audience influence is the content 
based on social media, where journalists incorporate their audience preferences and 
behaviour in their news work (Edson C. Tandoc Jr. & Tim P. Vos: 2016).  
 
In the new reality of media, where all publicists, individuals and organisations have more 
opportunities than ever to communicate and set their own agenda on different platforms, the 
traditional role of the mass media as gatekeepers is highly affected. Social media transform 
the flow of information where new challenges and issues emerge, such as fake news and filter 
bubbles. When trusted channels like the traditional mass media does not report about certain 
events that the audience finds important, a situation of disbelief occur where the trust of the 
public risks to decrease (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 130). Therefore several scientists predict 
that the theory of gatekeeping, as we know it, is rapidly becoming outdated, and the 
communication flows and models of today are far more complex than the previously 
recognized (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 130). The former gatekeeping function has become 
more of a so-called “gatewatching” since the enormous pressure of information, where none 
of the editors can prevent the news from reaching the audience (Bruns, 2018: 26). In the new 
reality of digitalisation and social media, the editors are no longer the gatekeepers, but rather 
their audience. The current conditions of news reporting are to a whole new extent dictated 
by the news consumers (Vu, 2014). 
 
Although a single decision of the gatekeeper can seem trivial, a myriad of messages appear 
every day, which makes the gatekeeping process complicated and very important (Shoemaker 
& Vos, 2009: 22). Gatekeeping can be found on several levels within a media structure, 
partly because of the material that the editor decide to publish as well as the reporters 
selections of sources. Accordingly, a certain measure of gatekeeping exists because of the 
considerations a journalist constantly takes when writing a article. In the working process, a 
journalist makes a selection by choosing the sources and how much they are included or the 
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amount of space the sources should be given, furthermore the length and structure of the 
article (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 22). However, the need for gatekeeping in today’s media 
environment is stronger than ever.  The media and journalists act in an incessant flow of 
information and traditionally assume the role of gatekeepers who decide what news reaches 
the audience and which does not (McQuail, 2010: 312). Here, one's own pre understanding of 
different events can be decisive for how quickly important changes in these can be noticed 
and reported on, but can also - as in the scientific world - risk putting a spanner in the works. 
According to McQuail, there is also another particular bias, in international news valuation, 
that makes the reporting of distant events to a local audience especially difficult. (McQuail, 
2010: 312). 
 

3.3 Being a journalist in Argentina 
3.3.1 Ideals and values of modern journalists 

Professionalism plays an important role in Argentina and in many other developing countries. 
Journalism in these countries will not be a blueprint of the journalism in the western world, 
but instead a mixture between global professional values and national traditions. 
Professionalism becomes an important tool for the independence of journalism in relation to 
both the state and the labor market (Waisbord, 2013: 68). Outside of the general media 
industry crisis in the western world, it can be seen that in Latin America, the media is 
growing with the same speed as the growing middle class. Journalists in many authoritatively 
controlled countries use the process of professionalization as a way of strengthening their 
independence against rulers that are not interested in critique and transparency (Waisbord, 
2013: 68).  
 
Lippman describes journalism as a subsequence of science and as a moral force seeking the 
truth whilst Chalaby entitled the objective journalism an “anglo-american discussion”. The 
journalism tradition differs in countries whereas France, for example, has a more literary and 
political character of journalism with less distinction between opinions and facts (Karlsson & 
Strömbäck, 2019: 63). Being a professional journalist partly means that the journalism is of 
high quality, but also that the person who does the work is part of a profession. A cohesive 
professional group, in other words. The job is guaranteed to be properly done by a 
professional journalist since the professional uphold quality and knowledge (Nygren, 2019). 
The view of objectivity highly affects the journalistic profession, which differs in numerous 
parts of the world (Karlsson & Strömbäck, 2019: 63). Objectivity is perceived as one of the 
most important professional values of a journalist but can be diminished within countries that 
are facing economic crisis, like Argentina. The so-called commercial tradition is getting more 
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established in the countries where media companies are more financially pressured (Karlsson 
& Strömbäck, 2019: 64). 

The commercial tradition is one of three traditions that Donsbach (2014) has formulated, and 
these are linked to the professional identity of journalism. Among them are the tradition of 
public service, the subjective tradition and the commercial tradition which is explained as the 
goal is to accomplish financial success within the media company. According to the 
commercial tradition, journalists are employed to produce highly selling content, whilst the 
news rooms mission is primarily to benefit its owners (Karlsson & Strömbäck, 2019: 64). 
Although the difficultness of interpret the objectivity in different countries, research shows 
how the ideal of objectivity and neutrality is spread through the globalization of media 
systems (Hallin & Mancini, 2012). 

Since the 1900’s, journalism have become more professional in different ways, which has led 
to journalists have evolved into a profession with its own educations, organisations and 
common ethical standards for how the work should be done. However, the journalist 
profession does not require a certain professional certification since demanding this from 
someone who expresses themselves in media would contradict the constitutional right of 
freedom of speech (Engblom, 2001). In other parts of the world, like Argentina, media 
struggle to have a more independent stance in relation to the state and politics. Here, the 
strive to be professional as journalists is strong (Karlsson & Strömbäck, 2019: 62). The 
degree of professionalization differs in many parts of the world but the journalist commonly 
works with the belief that one first and foremost work for the audience. Hallin and Mancini 
have defined three dimensions of professionalization: 

- The level of autonomy and control of the working process. 
- Common norms when it comes to valuing news, ethical guidelines and professional 

integrity. 
- The degree of focus on public service – if the journalism is a service to the public and 

not mainly a source of profit for the owners. 

These dimensions link directly to the classic theories of sociology and can be used to 
investigate how much the journalism is being professionalized, even though most scientists 
agree that journalism can’t be a profession that demands any form of certification (Karlsson 
& Strömbäck, 2019: 62).  
 
In addition, Hanitzsch has conducted studies on how gender and social identity play a role in 
the journalistic workplace, which for this study could also be linked to gender's role regarding 
the view on climate issues and global warming (Yougov, 2018). According to studies by the 
Cardiff University and Yougov, men are generally more likely to be climate sceptisist in all 
age groups and do not look as seriously about the effects of global warming as women do 
(Yougov, 2018). The valuing of news and working methods of women and male journalists 
also differ, factors that influence this are social history, the difference in socialization, 
gendered expertise and social identity (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 120). Female and 
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male reporters also have unique values, priorities and interests that affects the news selection, 
or how news are produced, framed, and written (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 120), 
which also could affect the priorities of reporting news regarding the global warming.  
 
At the same time, Argentina is the latin american country with the smallest female 
representation within the news production, with only 15% female news reporting in the 
national newspapers (LetraP, 2018). According to Hanitzsch, this gender aspect should have 
an impact of the national selecting and crafting of news.  

3.4 Previous research on climate journalism in 
Argentina 

Previous research on the area of climate related journalism has shown that news of this type 
rarely are presented alone. They need to be associated with other, more easily consumed 
topics such as economy, catastrophes or politics. The topics of climate change and its effects 
are perceived by the audience as something too distant, chronic and large to digest (Gibson, 
Craig, Harper & Alpert, 2016). 

In an Argentinean context it has been shown that the national press, at the times it chooses to 
cover climate related events, does so in connection to annual climate conferences such as 
COP25, and in the International section of the paper (Mercado, 2012). An effect of this might 
the the continuous establishing of climate change as a distant, instead of a local, problem. In 
an Argentinean and latin american context various authors also point out that environmental 
news are generally scarce and little represented over all (González Alcaraz, 2013). Although 
the question of climate change and its effects has been getting more coverage in the media 
spotlight in recent years, neither the phenomenon itself, nor the journalistic field surrounding 
it is a 21st century product. Canadian Niemanlab anticipated 2019 to become the year of 
climate journalism (Niemanlab, 2019), but the question itself has a long history of mediation 
and media coverage.  
 
Rachel Carson’s work Silent Spring (Carson, 1962), in which she addresses the 
environmental impact of the use of pesticide DDT,  may have launched the global 
environmental movement and became the cornerstone of the new environmentalism (Carson, 
1962). According to scientist Kris M. Wilson, the news coverage of climate change had its 
first peak in 1988 (Wilson, 2000: 1-13), from where it decreased during the early 1990’s after 
which it saw a revival in 1997. He reasoned that the decline in the media coverage was due to 
the fact that the phenomenon no longer could uphold its status as a dramatic crisis. When 
extreme weather then struck and climate change conferences started being held, the topic 
once again made it to the media agenda (Wilson, 200: 1-13). Furthermore, a recently 
published report from Reuters says that; 

14 



 
“The news media are seen as doing a better job at breaking news than explaining it. Across 
countries, almost two-thirds feel the media are good at keeping people up to date (62%), but 
are less good at helping them understand the news (51%). Less than half (42%) think the 
media do a good job”. 

 
On a local level, whether breaking or explaining the news, Argentine journalists in the city 
Rosario described in 2013 environmental journalism as “a losing game” (González Alcaraz, 
2013), since it keeps a low profile and is not a matter of journalistic competition. At the times 
when a public and journalistic interest in these questions is sparked, it has generally to do 
with news that can be directly associated with natural disasters, environmental lawsuits or 
political conflicts regarding natural resources. However, social, political and economical 
matters are still held and valued higher than any environmental topics (González Alcaraz, 
2013). 
 
Globally much has happened since 2013, climate- as well as councoiuns wise, and the 
perceived reality of environmental journalism among Argentinean journalists might also have 
changed. In the western world that has been the case, and according to our western views it is 
only reasonable that this development should be seen globally. However, these western views 
might compose a problem on their own, more of which below. 

3.5 Normative and Western Bias 
It has previously been debated whether or not Western journalism exists, even if the history 
of the media is deeply rooted in the Western world. Differences in the professional ideologies 
of journalism are seen around the world, although many similarities within these are also 
recognized. Journalists are part of a global perspective, but some are nonetheless ghettoized 
as "alternative" journalists who belong to specific geographical areas (Mowlana, 1996). 
Understanding of the political economy and distribution affects journalism and it is important 
to have several perspectives on journalism studies (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 429).  
 
The Western democratic model has remained the normative ideal and is also the model that is 
used when analyzing and measuring journalism in non-Western societies. Where media-state 
relations are a decisive factor for the journalistic standard. Wahl-Jorgensen and Hanitzsch 
discuss what obstacles exist on the path to a more inclusive approach to journalism studies, 
and if it is generally known that the journalistic models should contain more non-Western 
perspectives. Much of the answer lies in the political economy of knowledge production. The 
journalists of Asia, Africa or Latin American often fall into the same normative category 
(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 431). 
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In order to compare journalistic ideologies and norms around the world, comparative 
frameworks that classify media according to regional traditions (Hallin & Mancini, 2012) or 
economic and political systems (Curran & Park, 2000) are useful. This is because they 
describe the influence of countries' economic and political systems on journalism, and also 
how the historical development of professional culture plays a role. The conceptual 
framework of nations is increasingly affected by globalization and its acceleration. This 
results in the previous framework no longer becoming universal (Wahl-Jorgensen & 
Hanitzsch, 2009: 431).In the discussion according studies outside Western countries, the 
focus is often on press freedom, which is a central characteristic of journalism. The existence 
of predictability changes when talking about the regularity that the state has as the central 
object of scrutiny in the studies suggesting that liberal democratic assumptions about 
economics and politics continue to be the dominant perspective on journalism globally 
(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 431). 

 
An issue in the comparative journalism research is Western bias, because journalism has 
mainly been studied in North America and there is a high concentration of textbook and 
academic publishers in the United States and Great Britain, unto which the fact adds that 
english has developed into a world language (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 422). 
Other important factors affecting this are the colonial history, like mass media in Latin 
America, Asia and Africa, these have been developed into diversions of the Western world 
(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 422). When the journalistic standard and models of the 
Western world is applied on developing countries it indirectly becomes problematic. The 
result you see is an unsympathetic view of the problems which journalists are facing within 
these countries. In studies, journalists from developing countries, have been portrayed as they 
need to keep up with the journalistic norms prevailing in the Western world (Starck & 
Sudhaker, 1979). 
 
Even though there are several common distinctions in environmental journalism between 
countries, the character of the journalism itself is always location dependent since the 
institutional, social, cultural, political and material relationships differ – such as the natural 
environment, economy, geography and natural resources. This means that the opportunities 
that journalism faces in depicting environmental issues differ depending on the country 
(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 230). Reporting on global warming is in many cases 
linked to a carbon intensive economy, as in Australia. This can partly be explained by the fact 
that there is generally more conflict about the existence of climate change, as well as causes 
and effects, in countries with economies that are carbon dependent. Despite this, climate 
change is rarely reported in the countries that are most vulnerable to its consequences – where 
South America is one of the affected regions (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009:  232). 
 
It’s difficult to find patterns in the cycles of attention that are valid regardless of societal and 
journalistic context. However, scientists have found differences in the cycles of attention in 
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the reporting on climate change in various countries where they show that the opportunities 
within media to report on climate change on a given point of time is determined by contextual 
factors, for example in which extent social actors such as scientists, politicians and the 
environmental movement propagate their views in this issue (Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 
2009:  232). 

 

4. Method and material 
 

4.1 Interview as a method 

To understand a matter in depth, it is important to understand the people affected and their 
individual perceptions and experiences of it (Berglez & Ekström et al, 2010). In the case of 
this study, this translates unto the question of how Argentinean local journalists view their 
possibilities to work with, and own news production within the field of environmental 
journalism. By using semi-structured interviews as a method, these perceptions and 
experiences are allowed to take up space and keep the thoughts and notions of the 
interviewees in focus. In our study, we assume that the reality and the view on reporting on 
environmental issues are perceived in many different ways. With that in mind, there is no 
absolute or objective truth.  
 
Previous studies, regarding the reporting of climate issues, have often focused on quantity, 
where they have found a lack in the number of articles written to depict the climate threat 
(Mercado & Koop, 2018). In this study we aim to take a more qualitative approach, which 
according to previous research can result in a deeper knowledge rather than one of fragments 
(Patel & Davidsson, 2011). In this study the analyzed material consists of six transcribed and 
translated semi-structured interviews with nine local journalists in the Argentinean region 
Cuyo.  
 

4.2 Selection of editorial rooms and interviewees  
 
4.2.1 Individual vs group interviews 

We decided to use conversational interviews because we want to gather people's’ perceptions 
or conceptions about the reporting on environmental issues. These perceptions can’t be said 
to be “true” or “false” but that the challenge remains to get as close as possible to the people 
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who are interviewed to really capture their way of thinking (Esaiasson et al, 2017: 259).  
Our initial thought was to meet with and record the interviewees one by one, and in some 
occasions this has also been the case. In others, however, the journalist with whom we had 
planned to meet came accompanied by a colleague, that then also was invited into the 
interview situation, thus generating a more dynamic and explorative interview where 
different opinions and points of view were heard. The group interviews had a beneficiary 
effect on the study since these interviews brought other dimensions and perspectives into it.  

As researchers, it’s all about finding patterns in the answers and to describe and explain how 
and why different groups of people being interviewed differ from one another with respect to 
their answers. It’s important to be aware of one's’ own bias about how people “should” 
answer during the interview (Esaiasson et al, 2017: 259).  

 

 
4.2.2 The local newsrooms 

The newsrooms visited in this study have all been local, daily newspapers of the region. The 
Cuyo region traditionally consists of the three provinces Mendoza, San Juan and San Luis, 
with most media found in Mendoza. Following comes a brief overview of each of the 
newsrooms. 
 
Los Andes 
losandes.com.ar 
 
One of Mendoza’s oldest and most read newspapers, that in recent years has seen a 
substantial decrease in employees due to lack of economic resources. As of today Los Andes 
counts with around 50 co-workers, a number that a couple of years ago was two-three times 
bigger. Los Andes is a local newspaper that focuses on the province and province capital of 
Mendoza, and its content is available in print and online. 
 
Diario el Sol 
elsol.com.ar 
 
Diario el Sol is a smaller newspaper located in province capital Mendoza that counts with 
approximately 40 employees. It is private owned and has managed to maintain its size and 
structure in spite of recent years economic and journalistic crisis. Diario el Sol is a local 
newspaper publishing in print and online, targeting the inhabitants of Mendoza province.  
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Diario Uno 
diariouno.com.ar 
 
Diario Uno is a local newspaper of Mendoza province that has gone through significant 
changes in recent years. In 2018 the print edition of the paper was cancelled, and all content 
was focused to the online platform. The different newsrooms merged together and many 
employees resigned or were fired. It is private owned and counts with a workforce of 
approximately 25 persons.  
 
Diario Huarpe 
diariohuarpe.com 
 
Diario Huarpe is one of San Juan’s leading newspapers, publishing online and in print for the 
province and province capital San Juan. The paper is free and counts with a unique 
distribution system that helps it cover all of the province, where it is found in over 1000 
different sites. Diario Huarpe counts with a workforce of 20 persons. 
 
Diario de la República 
eldiariodelarepublica.com 
 
Diario de la República is the only newspaper in San Luis that prints on a daily basis. Because 
of that, many consider it to be the most important medium in the province. Their content is 
published online and in print, it is private owned and counts with a workforce of 
approximately 50 persons, an amount that has grown over the years.  
 
Unidiversidad 
unidiversidad.com.ar 
 
With one additional interview with one of the editors-in-chief of the university medium 
Unidiversidad, of Cuyos National University in Mendoza. This interview presented itself as 
an opportunity and since many of the interviewees expressed concern and spoke of the 
necessity of education and capacitation within the field of environmental journalism, it 
triggered our curiosity to find out how the new generation of journalists view and work with 
the matter. Unidiversidad is the only media visited in this study that was not privately owned, 
and that served both as an online news media and a media school with few employed 
journalists and many studying interns.  

4.3 The procedure 
 
The interviews were conducted with the help of an interview guide (see appendix), with 
questions crafted to fit the purpose, theoretical framework and research questions of the 

19 



study. The interviews were semi-structured, with direct as well as follow-up questions 
(Esaiasson et al. 2012: 265). The overall structure was designed to let the informants answer 
the questions in a specific as well as a general way, but without leading questions.  
 
The interviews have, in all cases but one, taken place at the journalists’ places of work, of 
which the majority have been in central Mendoza, but with one visited newsroom each in the 
provinces of San Juan and San Luis, thus covering the three provinces that traditionally 
compose the Cuyo region. Each interview took between 40 and 60 minutes, the interviewer 
was independent during the interview and the audio was recorded on a Zoom H2-device. The 
interviews were conducted during the first three weeks of the study. 

 

4.3.1 The interviewees 

Prior to arriving in Argentina we contacted each of the newsrooms regarding participation in 
the study. Upon arrival, the interviewees were selected by the newsrooms themselves, based 
primarily on interest and availability, a process in which we had no influence or insight. 
Regardless, we tried to apply a variation sampling (Ekström & Larsson, 2010: 61) where a 
balance of gender among the interviewees was sought, since previous studies have discovered 
a notable difference in how men and women regard environmental matters (Yougov, 2018). 
Each of the selected journalists were contacted by email or phone and meetings with them 
were arranged. In total, 10 journalists were interviewed, with one additional interview with an 
editor of the university media. Because of our time frame we did not strive to interview a 
greater number than that, but instead base the number on theoretical saturation (Esaiasson et 
al. 2012: 275)  - i.e. how the given answers become repetitive in content thus no longer 
contributing with any new data, something that also actually occurred.  
 

4.4 Difficulties  
 
4.4.1 Language barrier 

 
All the interviews were made in Spanish, which neither of us have as mother tongue. This 
might have caused nuances and subtleties in the answers to go unnoticed by us in the 
translating and analyzing process. The questions were designed to be as precise and concrete 
as possible, and were revised and corrected by a native speaker before the interviewing 
process began, but the language barrier still might have caused some minor 
misunderstandings and possibly misinterpretations.  
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4.4.2 Sources and references 

As previously and often mentioned, this study has been realized in the Argentinean region 
Cuyo, half a world away from our alma mater Mid Sweden University and its’ library. Some 
of the literature used in this study was brought with us on the journey, while other has been 
found during the progress in the field. This has worked well but also inevitably lead to a 
certain scarcity of literature. The times we have come across new research and literature in 
the material we had at our disposal, it has been hard to impossible to keep digging and going 
to the original source of for example media theories etcetera. Because of this, we have at 
times referred to certain researchers and scientific papers as found within the source we have 
had at hand, for example Prakke in Weibull & Wadbring. This way of writing might not be 
ideal and sourcewise rather superficial, but given the character and resources of this study, 
timely and others, this decision was made in order to advance with the research and not get 
stuck in infinite literature searches.  
 
4.4.3 Technical problems 

As previously mentioned, all interviews were recorded and later transcribed and translated. 
This has been a reliable, if yet time consuming procedure, and has worked well in all cases 
but one. During one of the interviews, the recorder malfunctioned and part of the interview 
wasn’t recorded properly. After discovering this we discussed whether or not to use the 
recorded part at all or exclude the entire interview from the study. We came to the conclusion 
that the part of the interview that had not been recorded represented a fairly small part of the 
total interview, and that the topics that were discussed in it represented the ones in which we 
had already noted a certain degree of theoretical saturation. The thoughts and opinions that 
were discussed in this part had all previously been described by other interviewees and did 
not add any new data to the study. Hence the decision of including the recorded part of the 
interview in the analyzed material, as well as noting the theoretical saturation in the questions 
that were not on tape.  

4.5 One example of western bias 
 
A practical difficulty we encountered had to do with the services of our driver. We had, 
without agreeing on a price, decided to contract this services from a local man presented to us 
by a friend. He would be at our disposal in terms of transport and help with practical matters 
of the study. After researching the current level of salaries in Argentina we made him an offer 
based on the average salary of a taxi driver. Reports from 2018 showed that a taxi driver 
earns an average of 20 000 pesos a month, which translates into 1000 pesos per working day. 
The offer seemed fair and we were surprised to see him accepting it with some reluctance.  
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After two weeks of service he then told us that the offer had actually been shameful, and that 
last years salary index no longer applied due to the rapidly escalating inflation. According to 
him, a monthly salary of anything less than 35 000 pesos was synonymous with living in 
poverty.  
 
This might be an example of how western bias (McQuail, 2010) affected the work in ways 
we did not predict. According to our western models and ways of researching, a report from 
last year still has relevance. We did not even expect to find more current numbers, since 2019 
hadn’t even ended. This lead us to believe that the offer was fair and reasonable, but without 
taking into account the rapidly changing economic reality of the country in which we 
operated. In november 2019 the Argentinean inflation was at over 50% (Estudio del Amo, 
2019) while the Swedish inflation did not even reach its’ goal of 2% (Riksbanken, 2019). Our 
lack of understanding of these matters lead to an insulting offer which generated tension and 
conflict with our driver, ending in him resigning and taking on other work in order to earn the 
salary he actually needed to live, none of which was brought to our attention before the 
damage had already been done. 
 

4.6 Validity and generalizability  
 
The purpose of this study was to examine how local Argentinean journalists view their 
possibilities to work with, and own news production within the field of environmental 
journalism. Since the interviewees have all been Argentinean local journalists, and the 
questions made in the interviews were designed to cover three different levels of conditions 
that affect environmental reporting, from individual to societal, we believe our study to be 
valid. In qualitative research it is important to base the interview questions on the theoretical 
framework and the previous, reliable research in the field (Ekström & Larsson, 2010:63), 
something we have taken into consideration while designing them. And with the material 
rendered from these interviews, we have been able to answer the purpose and research 
questions of the study. Simply put, we examined what we intended to examine, which in 
itself can be seen as an argument for the study’s validity.  
 
Since only one of us speaks spanish, the official language of Argentina and the language in 
which all the interviews have been conducted, we have not equally participated in the 
interview situations. The material has been gathered, transcribed and translated by one of us, 
while the other has been excluded from that process due to language limitations.  This could 
be considered a flaw or weakness in the validity and structure of the study, but in our opinion 
it has rather strengthened the results of the same. While one mind had already mulled over 
the content thrice; while conducting, transcribing and translating the interviews, the other 
person then joined in with a fresh pair of eyes and new perspective on the interviews, hence 
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complementing the analysis and making it more balanced. In this manner we avoided 
jumping to conclusions as well as letting our own pre-understanding of the interview content 
getting in the way of a clear and objective analysis of the same. 
 
Since the interviews have been transcribed and translated in a careful and accurate way, the 
material on which the results of the study are based is available for others to analyze, which 
might also be seen as a contributing fact regarding the study’s validity.  
 
The interviewees were all granted anonymity in this study. We have used the real names of 
their newspapers in order to be as transparent in coverage as possible, but on an individual 
level chosen not to account for which interviewee works where or thinks what. This decision 
was made in order for our interviewees to feel as free and safe as possible in the interview 
situations, without having to fear any possible repercussions after sharing their sometimes 
controversial thoughts on the matter of environmental news production. While some might 
argue that complete anonymity decreases the value of the information (Ekström & Larsson, 
2010: 75), others are of the opinion that the promise of confidential treatment generally 
results in a more trustful, open interview situation (Ekström & Larsson, 2010:75). In 
interview studies, it is crucial to obtain honest answers from the interviewees (Ekström & 
Larsson, 2010: 77) and we believe that the promised anonymity was of help in that matter. 
More so than to connect certain notions with different company positions, ages or genders we 
aimed to collect the thoughts and opinions of a heterogeneous group of interviewees in order 
to see in which matters a consensus could be found and in which the opinions tended to 
differ. The results of this study are based on the answers given by nine different interviewees. 
Since this is a qualitative study, without the ambition of resulting in statistical generalizability 
(Ekström & Larsson, 2010:76), this amount of interviewees was sufficient. 
 
Throughout the presentation and analysis of the results, we have also aimed to be as 
transparent as possible, since a higher degree of transparency also contributes to a study’s 
validity.  
 
However, and as previously stated, the interviewing of a handful Argentinean journalists, and 
moreover in a to us foreign language, can not be said to result in a valid representation of the 
thoughts and notions of all Argentinean local journalists on the matter of environmental 
journalists. It can not even be generalized on a regional level, since we have only spoken to a 
few of Cuyo’s many journalists. But, as previously mentioned, within qualitative research the 
results can never lead to a statistical generalization (Ekström & Larsson, 2010: 76), but rather 
be generalized analytically regarding whether or not the results can be seen as an indication to 
what could happen in a another, similar situation. Here it is also more up to the reader than to 
the researcher to grade the universality of the study (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009). What we as 
researchers can say is that the following results represent some of the notions, opinions and 
thoughts found among local, Argentinean journalists, regarding the matter of local 
environmental journalism.  
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5. Results 
 
In order to get a result overview as complete as possible, the following chapter is divided in 
three subsections, each of which relates to and answers one of the research questions.  
 

5.1 RQ1: What personal conditions are of importance regarding 
possibilities to cover environment and climate issues according to 
Argentinean journalists? 

 
5.1.1 Lack of education and knowledge 
The selected interviewees expressed a lack of knowledge within the field of environmental 
journalism, even though most of them had a high education and worked at newsrooms for the 
least ten years. What they had in common was either a bachelor's degree or master’s degree 
specialized mainly in the social sciences. However, several of the journalists described a lack 
of specialized journalists in the field of environmental journalism, an education which did not 
exist in the region.  
 
“Environmental journalism does not really exist here, not in this newspaper nor anywhere 
else. There is no academic education within it ”. 
 
According to our interviewees, there are no such as environmentally-specialized journalists in 
the region, and this is rarely seen in the country. An opportunity for in-depth and 
specialization then arises mainly in their own interest and commitment, but the workplace 
also has its part within the possibility and will of educating their journalists. One of the editor 
in chief we interviewed, had both the interest and will in opening up such opportunities, but 
at the same refer to the lack of resources among other things, and the economic crisis 
prevailing. The editor in chief said that further environmental educating of the editorial 
journalists had contributed to an editorial progress.  
 
"You could do a lot here, not only stories based on animals, but on the climate change as we 
have really noticed. But there is a lack of resources and specialization ”.  
 
By the interviewees answers, the fact that environmental reporting is dependent on 
journalists' own interests has become quite clear. One of the reporters had previously focused 
on social communication, the interest of the environmental journalism was sparked by the 
reporting of a current water shortage. In conjunction with studying environmental 
management, she dared to write in a more insightful way.  
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"Usually journalists have a superficial knowledge about a lot , but within this area I 
nowadays have greater self-confidence". 
 
It is further illustrated as a large problem by journalists, the fact that self-confidence and 
specialization in this type of reporting is lacking. It is difficult, without sufficient knowledge, 
to raise the issue in an objective manner that at the same time awaken feelings and interest in 
the audience  
 
“It is about how to manage the resources to get people aware of the problem. They do not 
understand that this is an oasis and therefore the water and resources is used irresponsibly ”. 
 
 
5.1.2 Personal interest and definition 
 
The degree of personal interest in a question or topic might be fundamental to whether or not 
one as a journalist chooses to cover it. Among the interviewees a consensus was expressed in 
a general personal interest for environmental matters. This interest had in most cases surfaced 
and evolved in recent years, parallel to the increasing societal and medial attention that 
environmental matters has been given.  
 
“I believe our entire staff is personally interested in the environment. Just like when gender 
hit the agenda, environmental issues are gaining more coverage each day”. 
 
However, among the interviewees the notion also exists that this gained environmental 
coverage has not been enough, but that their personal interest in the matter has not been able 
to change that. “We should definitely work the question more in depth. We have our position 
on what we wish the paper would be, but we can not execute that”. In some cases this was 
due to the fact that environmental news production did not fall under the journalist’s section 
of the paper, in others due to economic or corporate interests, or simply the notion that 
environmental news still holds a weaker position and generates lower interest than other 
topics. As one of the interviewees expressed it: “If this was an all-environment news paper, 
we would all go bankrupt”. Not unusual was a conflict of interest between the reporter’s 
perception and opinion and the official line of the media in questions regarding 
environmental reporting.  
 
“In this province we have a law that prohibits the use of certain chemicals in the mining 
industry. Now they are looking to change that law, of which my paper is completely in favour. 
I am totally against it, and in that we constantly clash”.  
 
The mining industry was also the most frequently described issue within what the 
interviewees defined as environmental journalism. This, together with water scarcity, 
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wildfires, the hunting and trafficking of endangered species and problems related to garbage 
and pollution constituted the perception of what local, environmental journalism ought to be 
about. However, none of the interviewees regarded the journalistic work actually done in the 
field as environmental journalism, some even saying it did not exist as a journalistic field. 
“There is no environmental journalism. Sometimes we cover environmentally related matters, 
but that is all” 
 
5.1.3 Professional mission 
 
How people view their profession and professional mission might be of great importance 
regarding how they approach and execute different tasks and assignments. In this study, 
many thoughts, opinions and perceptions expressed by the interviewees can be applied to 
several levels of the journalistic profession and environmental news production, and hence 
also to the different research questions corresponding to these levels. But since the perception 
of the professional mission can be highly individual, we chose to cover it here, as a personal 
condition influencing and affecting the production of environmental news. 
A widespread perception of the journalistic professional mission among the interviewees 
related to the news production as a societal service. More so than power to change, several of 
the journalists considered their professional mission as a responsibility to explain and enlight.  
 
“I want to make real journalism”, “I want to inform in the best way possible” and “I see it as 
a great responsibility, that we are the ones that set the agenda”. 
 
This was regardless of the kind of journalism the interviewees principally worked with or the 
position they held within the media. Yet, this was not described as something that effortlessly 
surged, but rather a utopian outcome of often harsh working conditions,  
 
“Our journalistic mission is to do as much as we can in spite of all the limitations, within and 
outside the newsroom”. 
 
In some cases, the professional mission was linked to the perceived professional promise 
made to the news consumer, in terms of responsibility and the trust the reader puts in the 
paper. One interviewee expressed a different take on the service aspect when saying “My 
mission is to be the bridge between the society and the power, to spread information, paint a 
problem and then try to find solutions to it”, hence not only presenting their role as an 
informer but also aiming to solve the problems featuring in the news.  
 
 
5.1.4 Connection to ideals and values of modern journalism 
 
Within the journalistic profession, no academic certification is considered necessary 
(Engblom, 2001) since this would be counterproductive and counteract the idea of free 
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speech. Nonetheless, local journalists in Argentina consider environmental reporting as an 
area where academic specialization indeed is necessary because of its’ complexity. All of the 
interviewees were schooled in journalism and social sciences, but considered their education 
as inferior to the one necessary for more investigative, profound environmental reporting. 
This was seen as a great obstacle within the personal conditions that determine the degree of 
personal engagement and production in the matter. 
 
As highlighted by previous research (Karlsson & Strömbäck, 2019), the interviewees strived 
towards a more professional role and more independence from state and politics. Among the 
interviewees, the notion existed that within the environmental field a lack of knowledge and 
specialization predominated, which hindered them from reporting these questions in the way 
they would have wished. Another personal condition investigated was the personal 
environmental interest of the interviewees. Among several of them this interest was said to 
have grown in recent years, together with the increasing environmental interest in a societal 
and political context. This is in line with the results of previous studies that describe the 
political agendas’ influence over the journalistic one, and that environmental reporting is hard 
to realize without a clear connection to for example political conflict (González Alcaraz, 
2013). But as with questions regarding gender and equality, one might also argue that since 
the societal interest in these matters increases, so will the media coverage.  
 
As can be interpreted from the section of the professional mission, the Argentinean 
journalists considered themselves to adopt a rather active role in their profession. According 
to previous research, this should also influence and colour the reporting of environmental 
issues (Karlsson & Strömbäck, 2019), although the political influence must be kept in mind. 
The journalists claim to operate as an active role where the mission aims to be informative 
and problem-solving. Moreover, they notice that global warming poses a major threat to the 
people of the region as the water shortage is a fact. In spite of this, environmental news is not 
prioritized, which could have been explained by political influence in the media trough 
ownership (Voltmer, 2012).  
 
 
5.2 RQ2 What editorial conditions affect the environmental news 
production of local Argentinean newspapers according to the 
journalists there employed? 

 
5.2.1 Environmental news production  
 
The production of environmentally related news was, a previously mentioned and according 
to all of the interviewees, scarce. None of the newsrooms visited in this study counted with a 
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proper section in the paper for environmental news, and at the times these news figured in the 
content they did so in the society section. This was generally not regarded as an issue.  
 
“More so than proper sections, we would need more specialisations in order to work with 
environmental matters”.  
 
There was also a widespread notion that environmental journalism per se did not exist as a 
journalistic field. “I say it again, here there is no such thing as environmental journalism”. 
Several of the interviewees held relatively high positions within their media companies, 
harboured a personal interest in environmental matters and counted with some degree of 
influence over the content of the daily agenda. These all expressed an appreciation towards 
the own ideas and initiatives of their reporters. However, the perception existed among the 
interviewees that the least permitted format to work with was longer, investigative exposés. 
“We do not have the resources to separate a journalist from the day-to-day. Everything that 
takes time is hard”. Since the environment and climate change generally are considered 
complex questions to cover (Karlsson & Strömbäck, 2019: 231), this lack of possibility to 
cover the matters in depth might be a contributing fact to why they are perceived as so scarce 
in the news content.  
 
5.2.2 Ownership, finance and conflict of interest 
 
All of the newspapers visited in this study were privately owned. As an editorial condition of 
work, the notion existed among the interviewees that the ownership of each media did 
influence the work and content produced by it. Due to the dependance on advertising income 
and local government support, the interviewees stated that they were, in some extent, free to 
do their journalistic labour, as long as they did not upset any of the economic interests upon 
which their place of work depended. This was said to affect all types of journalism including 
environmental themes, “Which corporate would support environmental news production 
when the corporates are the ones polluting?”.  
 
5.2.3 Staff and resources 
The greatest obstacle for the possibility to work with more environmentally related questions 
was according to several of the interviewees the lack of human and material resources. 
According to the interviewees, most newsrooms had in recent years been through a process of 
downsizing and merging different parts of the the newsrooms with others, transferring 
employees from different sections, which in itself can create difficulties.  
 
“It gets hard when someone has written about football for 30 years, and then suddenly has to 
open their mind to completely different areas”.  
 
Another issue was transportation. According to the interviewees, environmental news rarely 
surged in the city center, due to which travelling to the affected parts of the province would 
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be necessary. This, in time of inflation and rising combustible prices, was not always 
perceived as easy or even possible.  
 
 
5.2.4 Audience and competition of attention 
 
According to several of our interviewees, one of the biggest challenges in the profession of 
journalism is the audience that increasingly acts as gatekeepers and sets the agenda for news 
reporting. Not only are the journalists competing with other newsrooms for the audience's 
attention, the journalists also describes how the reader's attention are increasingly 
widespread. In the hunting for clicks you also compete with the social media.  
 
“People no longer read and the attention is always more divided. There are more 
opportunities to distract yourself, and you can watch Netflix on your phone ”. 
 
One interviewee described the difficulties in finding of the most interesting stories, and then 
cover them in a way that attracts the reader in a ocean of distractions "Then it is usually about 
what happens in the reader's environment, closest to where they are". Regarding the 
environmental news reporting, the journalists saw a dilemma as the environmental journalism 
does not generate clicks. The greenhouse effect is perceived as an over-global and distant 
problem and does not interest the audience. Local angles are also hard to find and the 
journalists imply that the environmental news which intrigue the audience is rather stories 
about animals and fires.  
 
"When the clicks become the only important thing, it is non-prioritized, because if it is not 
about fires people are not interested".  
 
The size and establishment of media houses does no longer have the same significance 
because of the reader's widespread attention. News are spread to the extent that articles are 
clicked on, and journalists find it problematic that a smaller medium easily can "nick" their 
previously faithful readers by publishing enticing articles digitally.  

 
 
5.2.5 Gatekeeping, news value and environmental journalism 
Though the environment, global warming and climate threat have been described as the most 
urgent questions of our time (The Guardian, 2019) environmental news still struggle to enter 
the agenda of local Argentinean newspapers. The times they do figure in the news, all 
interviewees agreed on that the angle had to be as local as possible in order for it to interest 
the audience. Furthermore, the local environmental events rarely figured associated with the 
global situation. “We do not associate it with climate change because that is too far from the 
news consumers reality”.  In the theory of news value, the distance between a media and the 
event occured is crucial to whether or not it qualifies as news. The distance might be 
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physical, timely or cultural (Prakke, 1969) and in the case of global warming, which is 
omnipresent and has as a story no beginning or end, nor protagonist or clear antagonist, it 
becomes hard to place into the proximity of the reader. This might be why previous studies 
describe it as something too distant, large and chronic for the audience to be able to digest 
(Gibson, Craig, Harper & Alpert, 2016), and also why it, if though clearly related to the local 
environmental problems of the Cuyo region, rarely figures together with them in the local 
news reporting. The perceived newsworthiness of environmental news was in general 
expressed as low, in spite of the interviewees personal interest in the matter, and in 
comparison with other topics in the paper, and society, it was considered on a second level of 
newsworthiness.  
 
“You have to remember that this is a developing country with many problems needing to be 
solved. The most basic questions, the most urgent. So first we address them and then, once 
people have their basic needs, we can cover the environment”.  
 
If the newsworthiness of an event is determined by different news factors, such as stated by 
Galtung and Ruge it is by the interviewees responses reasonable to believe that 
environmental reporting rarely surpasses the threshold set by these factors. And in the cases 
environmental news do figure in the paper, these have to have a very local angle and be of an 
easily digested format. This might be part of the explanation to why the definition of 
environmental journalism given by the interviewees had a very local perspective, since these 
were the only kind of environmental questions that made the agenda, as opposed to more 
global issues like global warming and climate change. The first news factor, frequency 
(Galtung & Ruge, 1965) applies to for example wildfires, that are more frequent during 
certain times of the year, whereas the globally increasing temperature does not seize or start 
anew, hence making it difficult to fit it within the criteria. The forth news factor, 
meaningfulness (Galtung & Ruge, 1965) definitely plays its part in questions regarding local 
water scarcity. “For us, water is life”, and when the municipality starts rationing tap water in 
certain neighbourhoods it has a direct impact on people’s lives, hence also on the news 
agenda. Whereas the distant but rapidly melting polar ices, or even the shrinking regional 
glaciers, remain distant and of little importance in the reader’s everyday life, thus also losing 
in newsworthiness. 
 
As Shoemaker and Vos declare, the gatekeeping function seems to have transformed 
drastically worldwide, and according to our results this applies to Argentina as well. Today's 
newsrooms and journalists are battling with the selection of news and imply that Argentina’s 
news readers have a great power over the range of news. This is because the amount of 
information has increased dramatically (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 130). It is a transition from 
gatekeeping to gatewatching, where the gatewatcher gathers information from different 
sources on social media and decide the truth for themselves based on their own opinion. 
Before the progress of digitalization, the audience relied on journalists to transform all 
information and events into news which they presented and perceived as the most important 
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and socially useful information (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 130). But our interviewees seemed 
to be concerned about the increasing influence by the audience.  
 
”They take journalism as another point of view, and then decide whether they want to to be 
convinced by it or not. I think people today, with access to this great spectrum of information, 
are more like: Say what you have to say, but it's up to me whether or not I believe you”.  
 
As we have mentioned, several of the journalists expressed that the environmental journalism 
does not attract the audience, and therefore to live up to the interest of the audience the 
journalists sort out the news that do not interest their readers. This is an example of how the 
audience have adapted to the role as gatekeepers, where their interest and clicks are more 
important to the newsrooms than to spread socially useful information which also educate the 
audience (Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 130). Another filter in the gatekeeping process is the 
company or organization that controls the newsroom and selection of news. Since all 
newsrooms are privately owned, this contributes to what information is published. The 
published information and news reporting contributes to the social reality of the audience 
(Shoemaker & Vos, 2009: 130), then if the company for example supports mining they most 
certainly do not want the newspaper to write about this in a negative sense.  
 
 
5.3 RQ3 What societal conditions dictate the terms of local 
Argentinean environmental reporting according to the local 
reporters and journalists? 

 
5.3.1 Inflation 
Towards the end of 2019, the Argentinean inflation surpassed 50% (Estudio del Amo, 2019). 
But according to one of the interviewees, their salary had barely risen with 20%. This 
economic reality in which the journalism and the journalists themselves have to operate 
strongly affected the journalistic labour according to all the interviewees. On one hand, 
because of the massive news coverage the economy has been given, thus leaving little to no 
room left for news related to for example climate and environment. And on the other because 
of the personal consequences the situation brings upon all workers, the journalists included. 
“It hits us all and it hits us hard”.In some cases, this economic situation was said to affect 
not only the work within the newsrooms, but also the employed journalists’ possibility to 
even get there. 
 
“Now it is the 29th and we get paid around the 5th. So today I know that we have at least two 
reporters asking to get paid in advance”.  
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According to the interviewees some of their colleagues, that were single parents, needed to 
work from home during the last week of the month, since their personal economy did not 
allow them to pay the bus fare to get to the office. This was said to affect the paper’s content 
and coverage, since these reporters could not be sent away to cover more distant events, for 
example environmental ones, during that time period, hence limiting the range of topics 
covered. This economic reality was also said to affect the public’s interest in environmental 
matters and environmental journalism.  
 
“The space for it shrinks, and so does the interest. We are in the middle of a crisis, so who 
has time to care about the trees? That’s how people think, and how our possibilities shrink”. 
 
According to the interviewees, this interest was also heavily based on the social reality and 
class affiliation of the reader.  
 
“Upper middle class might have an interest for environmental matters, but the working class 
is busy fighting for survival. That is our great challenge as a country”.  
 
5.3.2 Journalistic challenges in a digital era 
 
As previously mentioned, several of the interviewees experienced a downsizing process in 
their places of work. While some newsrooms had actually managed to grow over the years, 
most seemed to rather have lost employees. The reason behind this was expressed as a double 
crisis. On one hand, the diminishing public interest in the paper edition of the newspaper, 
being offered the same content but for free online. On the other hand, the general national 
crisis, resulting in less consumption overall. According to the interviewees this had an 
undeniable impact on the journalistic work and the possibility to work with environmental 
journalism.  
 
“When the number of clicks is all that matters, environmental issues lose priority”. / “Up 
until a few months ago, we had one joint newsroom. Now it has been divided into two, one 
that does real journalism and one that chases clicks on social media”.  
 
Among the interviewees the notion existed that social media and digital journalism reshaped 
the journalistic field of work and thus also its content. However, two different opinions were 
identified among the interviewees. One group viewed this new media landscape as 
challenging and unfavourable for the journalistic content. “We try to adapt, but it has done 
great harm to the traditional journalism”. On the other hand, others were of the opinion that 
these digital platforms were just platforms, and that a story well told would always survive, 
regardless of the format in which it was told. “I actually think they favour us. The reader gets 
a lot of information, and that in its essence is healthy”. However, all of the interviewees 
agreed on the point that more journalistic precaution had to be taken in order to avoid the 
unintentional spreading of fake news.  
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5.3.3 Personal safety and threat of local governments  
 
Globally, the journalistic profession has seen an increased share of hatred and threats towards 
the journalists (RSF, 2019). In some cases, this perception was shared by the interviewees in 
this study. Mainly the journalists covering crime and drug trafficking had experienced 
personal threats because of their work. Although, most interviewees were of the opinion that 
external threat and hatred had little to no effect on the possibility to cover environmentally 
related news. On the other hand, the interviewees that worked the environmental area more 
frequently were of another opinion, acknowledging that sometimes external pressure could 
result in diminishing environmental coverage.  
 
“It becomes a problem when a mining or pesticide company has great power, and 
advertisement in the paper. They can call our manager and make sure a piece of news is 
stopped. It is not common but it has happened.” 
 
 It would seem like the journalists less involved in the production of environmental news also 
were the ones mostly doubting the influence of external interests on the content. Although 
few of the more environmentally oriented journalists expressed personal experience of 
agressions or threats, they did paint a picture of little personal power regarding which news 
stories survived the pressure of external interests.  
 
“Two months ago we had a story of children living in a local garbage dump. We had talked 
to their families, taken the pictures, everything… That story lived for two hours”.  
 
These interviewees also expressed concern regarding their media’s degree of dependance on 
corporates and local governments.  
 
“The biggest threat to (our) journalism is the local government's power. They pay 60% of the 
salaries, and if they’re not happy with the content, they block the checks.” 
 
 
5.3.4 Connection to media systems 
 
The journalistic function of the local press, in our investigated region, has either been 
described as a influential participant in political life "The big political crack in Argentina 
depends largely on the media" or described as regulated by the companies and the political 
power "We work at a company and the company decides what is published and what is not." 
Although Argentina's journalists are promised media freedom according to the constitution, 
journalists' responses as previous research showing, that the relationship between the 
government and the media is poor and that the newsrooms suffer from ownership 
concentration (Becerra & Mastri, 2017). As previously mentioned, the issue of journalists' 
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safety, in the media system of Argentina, is perceived as relatively high, but several of the 
journalists express a great deal of uncertainty when local authorities control their salaries and 
with simplicity, regulate them according to appearance. Democratization of the country's 
media has evolved, but the interviewees follow the same response pattern as the earlier 
studies, which indicates that the constitution still regulates the newsrooms with censorship 
(Freedom of the press, 2017). 
 
The inflation has a huge impact on the media system of Argentina where the economic 
performance is extremely uneven and increasing poverty (Clarín, 2019). The economic 
situation does affect the work within the newsrooms, and also the view of objectivity when 
the commercial tradition is getting established (Nygren, 2019). Hallin and Mancini states that 
journalists either operates as a service to the public or as a source of profit for the owners 
(Wahl-Jorgensen & Hanitzsch, 2009: 62). What becomes problematic in this case, is the fact 
that Argentinean journalists themselves believe that they serve in a mission of public service 
and at the same time work to promote the companies and their owners. This may be 
explained by the inflation, which forces journalists into the commercial tradition (Nygren, 
2019), at the same time as the journalistic conditions are in a democratizing process and the 
profession is becoming more independent from the ownership concentration (Freedom of the 
press, 2017). With these two aspects that works contradictory it may lead to confusion within 
the profession. 

 
We have also mentioned that the inflation and prevailing circumstances leaving little room 
left for news related to the environment. The environmental news reporting is also dependent 
on the journalists conception of the role as fourth estate, if the journalist does not 
experiencing their mission as socially important but rather as a profitability for the company 
the news angle will automatically be influenced (Nygren, 2019). According to the stories of 
our journalists', the journalistic and political system is turning to a more authoritarian 
ideology where political decision-makers and companies control the investigated press. One 
of the interviewees states that inappropriate opinions and unpleasant news are actively 
suppressed, where in cases it has happened that the media owners have unpublished news 
which they considered threatened the company's profitability. The interviewee said that some 
areas are not to concern about as an Argentinean journalist. 
 
"The owner of this company also owns other companies, and if we write in a negative way 
about them it would be career suicide".  
 
Although the role of the fourth estate still exists to some extent, it is believed that this is 
under controlled conditions.  
 
“Do you wonder if we are still the fourth estate? We are, if the media adopts that attitude, or 
if the media decides to hold a certain opinion. But that is up to the owner. If not, we are the 
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fourth state power, up until the phone rings and the piece is depublished. But of course we 
are  the fourth estate, if the media wants to portray someone as a villain, they will do it ”. 
 
What is further described is the form of censorship of the mass media, the information and 
published articles must be in solidarity with Argentina's prevailing system. Over the course of 
the interviews, it has become clear whether Argentinean journalism often focuses on political 
areas, and that several other areas, like environmental journalism, are not selected. Many of 
the interviewed journalists found it difficult to explain the elements which are affecting 
publications of environmental news, whether if it was dependent on the censoring media 
system or the interest of the audience for example. Generally, in Latin america journalists 
have a greater desire for prestige in the organization (Hallin & Mancini, 2012), and if the 
organization are supporting the mining for example, the newsrooms environmental coverage 
of the subject will automatically diminish according to the media system. The journalism 
seems to be strongly linked to the political agenda in the region, where environmental policy 
is shining with its absence. 
 

6. Conclusions and discussion 
In this thesis we have compiled how the personal, editorial and societal conditions have 
affected the local Argentinean environmental news reporting, and the reason appears to 
mainly be the lack of knowledge and education in the area. Without specialization it can be 
difficult to go into depth as well as to accomplish interesting reporting of the environment 
and global warming when the question itself appears as complex and further expertise is 
required. This combined with a general perceived disinterest among the audience, and 
including the politics where the environmental issue is still perceived as absent from the 
political agenda, it is hard to raise the environmental question as news without context. 
Hantizsch has earlier demonstrated how the climate issue is dealt with on the agendas of 
countries such as Australia, where the country is dependent on a carbon intensive economy. 
Natural resources bring the issue to the journalistic agenda when it becomes part of a political 
conflict (Hanitzsch, 2012: 232), as in Argentina where mining is one of few topics, regarding 
the climate issue, that end up in the Argentinean news flow. 
 
The citizens, and journalists of Argentina, seem to be aware of the climate change and its 
drastic effects, yet people are struggling with social problems, such as poverty. As 
Gibson.T.A.et.al declared about the environmental topic, it is too distant and large to digest, 
as a result the environmental news does not seem appeal when the citizens also are dealing 
with other complicated issues (Gibson, Craig, Harper & Alpert, 2016). Furthermore, by 
answering the questions of the thesis, we can explain how the Argentinean local journalists 
see the conditions for, and their own work on environmental journalism. What is clearly 
evident is the relationship between the newsrooms and the audience, but also the conditions 
that are needed for the production of environmental journalism which is the reader’s interest. 
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According to the interviewed journalists, the audience and the company's interest control a 
great part of the journalism in the region, where digitalization has been a major cause of this 
shift in power. The audience has taken over the role of gatekeeping which influences 
journalism.  
 
The journalists further described that the largest factors that aggravate the production of 
environmental journalism were the audience, the companies, the lack of knowledge and the 
prevailing inflation that has contributed to downsizing the newsrooms and generally 
increased the uncertainty of the journalistic profession. Although the regulating conditions of 
the free press have expanded in one way (Freedom of the press, 2017), where the variations 
should have meant greater opportunities for the media, the relationship between the 
government and journalism is not perfect. The newsrooms experiences that they do not have 
sufficient financial support from the companies or the government. Several of the newsrooms 
in the country have lost their audience as a consequence of the digitalization, which the 
journalists in the chosen region of Cuyo testify.  
 
The result of this study compose a case of environmental journalism in a developing country, 
and can probably, in some extent, be applied to how local newsrooms regard this matter in 
similar countries. Especially applicable the results would be onto other developing countries 
that find themselves in similarly vulnerable economic situations as Argentina. According to 
previous comparative research, the commercial journalism rapidly gets established in 
countries suffering from economic crisis, and affects the public service view of the profession 
(Nygren, 2019). 
 
In contrary to previous research conducted on Argentine national newspapers (Mercado & 
Koop, 2018), the times environmentally related news did figure in the local press it had, 
according to the interviewees, a very local perspective. It would, based on this, seem like the 
environment is either treated as a hyper-local phenomenon with little importance or impact 
outside the neighbourhood or province, or as a global, distant issue primarily concerning the 
industrialised countries that struggle to agree on emission quotas during their annual climate 
conferences. If the environment is portrayed primarily as something either concerning 
villagers with garbage problems or people in power abroad, it will not be of any interest to 
the vast majority of the citizens. 
 
One of the interviews made in this study has not yet been accounted for - the one with 
university media Unidiversidad. This interview was not intended to be a part of the results, 
but to serve more as a pointer towards what local Argentinean journalism might have to 
expect for the future, when the next generation of journalists arrive in the newsrooms. And as 
such, we choose to lift it here in our discussion. Whereas other interviewees interpreted 
environmental journalism as issues concerning mining, water and animals, the university 
media journalist had a more global/holistic view. 
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“It is about having an eye for growth, life and sustainability that doesn’t destroy nature. 
About understanding that if we continue like this everything will go sideways!” 

According to this interviewee, a key to a healthier local environmental journalism would be 
forming an alliance between young, eager journalists and older, more experienced ones, thus 
generating in a higher degree of professionalism among the recently graduated. Here, the 
digitalization was not perceived as a threat, and a firm conviction was expressed regarding 
how a good story always survives, regardless of the media or platform in which it is 
published. A strong sense of hope was also transmitted  regarding the future of local 
Argentinean environmental journalism, but a hope sprung more out of necessity than interest 
or evidence. 

“There is always hope, because there has to be. In this area we have to evolve, we just have 
to. For our own sake, and for the sake of future generations”. 

Parting from the results of this study and others, it would be of interest to in the future further 
research the topic of environmental journalism in developing countries both in a more 
comparing context between countries as well as more in-depth, connecting the themes and 
tendencies expressed to the personal positions and attributes of the interviewees. Comparing 
for example the thoughts and notions of editors-in-chief with the ones of more humble 
reporters could help in further mapping the problem of why environmental news still struggle 
to hit the agenda.  

 

7. Final words: our personal experience 
During the eight week course of work with this thesis we have found ourselves in situations 
or with answers that we never anticipated. Though trying to keep the western bias issue in 
mind, we have repeatedly clashed with our own prejudice and pre-understanding, when 
discovering that the reality researched in many ways differed from the one we thought we 
would encounter. For us, the concepts of climate change and environment are tightly 
associated. It would seem strange to speak of drought or water crisis without also mentioning 
global warming, or of polluting industries without also focusing on the emissions of C0 2.  

However, the environmental issue in Argentina’s Cuyo region seems to be regarded, 
according to the journalists interviewed, as a very local phenomenon. None of the 
interviewees mentioned the emissions of greenhouse gases, nor the melting polar ices, nor 
anything geographically distant or of global concern. And it might seem ironic that in this 
grilled-meat-Mekka, the most appreciated take on environmental news was said to be through 
the perspective of animal welfare. Endangered species, abandoned domestic animals and 
illegal poaching were all mentioned as topics frequently covered and appreciated in the local 
press. One day, working while glancing at the local TV news, we noticed that the anchor man 
on screen started talking about Australian wildfires. A piece of foreign, environmentally 
related news that had made the local agenda. However, the footage did not show fire, but 
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instead how an injured koala was reunited with the firefighter that had saved its life. Locally 
as well as globally, the environment would seem to be communicated first and foremost 
through the fate of the wildlife, something that to us was completely unexpected. 

Outside of the work, while walking in the streets or meeting up with people, some 
environmental issues have been present. Graffiti on walls, in squares, and thousands of 
people in manifestations protesting against the “mega-mining”, the changing of the 7722-law 
that regulates chemical usage in mining, and fracking. And when we have spoken of this 
study and our work with local accuantancies, we have several times been met with phrases 
such as “But here there is no such thing as free press” or “All our journalists are bought, you 
can’t trust their information”. As future journalists ourselves we did not pay these statements 
much attention, but saw them more as criticism based on lack of knowledge. But when this 
then echoed in some of the answers given by the interviewees regarding the vast corporate 
influence and ownership of their newspapers, the picture painted by the critics suddenly 
seemed to contain some truth. 

The journalists partly blame the lack of environmental reporting on the audience’s disinterest. 
The audience blames the press for lying and being bias. In the newsrooms as well as in the 
streets a strong environmental interest is expressed. Thousands marching for the right to 
clean, unpolluted water while reporters study environmental management in their spare time, 
in order to improve their coverage of these questions. And in spite of all this, environmental 
news is still not perceived as a priority, not by the audience nor by the press, and many agree 
that environmental journalism as a proper field does not yet exist.  
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9. Appendix 

9.1 Interview guide 
 
Q = Question 
To start with: 
 
What is your title within the media? 
What is your degree? 
For how long have you worked as a journalist?  
 
Theme 1: Personal conditions 
 
Q: Which type of journalism do you primarily work with? 

- Which questions do you see as the most important? 
- What is your professional mission? 

Q: How do you interpret the concept of environmental journalism?  
Q: Do you yourself work with environmental journalism? 

- How? 
Q: Do you harbour a personal interest for the environment and climate? 
Q: To what extent do you perceive that your newsroom reports about environment and 
climate?  

- To what extent does this go within your work tasks? 
- How does that reporting usually look? 

Q: Which type of environmental issues get the most coverage in your paper? 
Q: Do you consider your environmental reporting as geographically limited?  

- Local or international news? 
Q: How important do you consider reporting about environment and climate to be? 

- has this changed over time? 
 

Theme 2: Editorial conditions 
 
Q: How many journalists are employed at your place of work? 
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- has this changed over time? 
Q: How do you see the gender balance? 

- If less women, why?  
Q: How hierarchic do you consider your place of work to be? 
Q: Do you feel that you report enough about environment and climate? 

- if not, which obstacles are there? 
Q: Are you as a journalist encouraged to take proper initiatives? 

- which kind of ideas are the most appreciated? 
- which topics are the hardest to get permission to cover? 
- which format is the hardest to get permission to work with? 

Q: How do you think the audience sees environmental journalism? Is it relevant? 
Q: What would it take for more journalists to work within the environmental field? 
Q: Do you have anything to add regarding the editorial conditions? 
 
Theme 3: societal conditions 
 
Q: How do the economy and inflation affect your work as a journalist? 

- how do they affect the environmental reporting? 
- has this changed over time? 

Q: How do you experience your personal safety in your work as a journalist? 
Q: How do you see the theme of hatred and threats against journalists? 

- Have you yourself been exposed to threats, hatred or violence because of your work? 
- How common do you believe these problems to be? 
- Can this affect the environmental reporting? How? 

 Q: Do you think that national politics affect your work as a journalist? 
- Do they affect the possibility to report about environmental matters? 
- Has this changed over time? 

Q: Which external factors do you consider the most important to take into account in your 
work as a journalist? 

- And in the environmental reporting? 
Q: What kind of social power do you consider yourself having as a journalist? 
Q: How do you experience your freedom and independence in your work? 
Q: How does online media affect your journalistic work?  

- Against which actors are you competing over the attention of the lecturers? 
Q: Do you have anything you would like to add regarding the societal conditions? 
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