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Abstract 

Through their coverage in the mass media transgender people and the trans rights movement 

have only recently stepped into the public eye. Because this emergence is so recent, it has not 

been widely studied within the field of linguistics. This thesis aims to explore the representation 

of transgender people in newspapers using an approach informed by corpus linguistics and 

critical discourse analysis. Using collocation and concordance line analysis it identifies and 

discusses what semantic prosodies exist surrounding transgender people in The Daily Mail and 

The Guardian during 2015–2017. Many different semantic prosodies were found, and most of 

them were neither clearly negative nor positive towards transgender people. The prosodies were 

found to sometimes overlap and reinforce each other, and dominant news stories surrounding 

transgender people seemed to have great staying power. The overall conclusion is that 

transgender language in newspapers is still in its formative years and that additional research in 

this field is necessary. 
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1. Introduction 

Even though transgender people are regarded as equal in the eyes of the law in Great Britain, a 

survey from the LGBT1 organization Stonewall shows that transgender people in Britain 

regularly experience discrimination at home, at work, within healthcare and when looking for 

homes (Bachmann and Gooch 2017). Moreover, a British transgender woman was granted 

permanent residency in New Zealand because of the discrimination she faced when living in 

England (Ainge Roy 2017). Being transgender (or trans, the terms are used interchangeably 

throughout this study) means that a person’s gender identity does not correspond with the sex 

that was determined at birth (see 2.1 for further details). 

 In short, even though being trans is perfectly legitimate, the discrimination that trans 

people face seems to indicate that public opinion is still uncomprehending towards or opposed 

to trans people. In order to understand why this is the case, it is important to investigate the 

institutions that help form public opinion. According to Van Dijk (2008: 55), printed mass 

media (i.e. newspapers) is one of the most powerful institutions based on their influence and 

number of readers. This is because “control over public discourse is control over the mind of 

the public”, and newspapers control a large portion of the public discourse (2008: 14). Baker 

(2014: 107) argues that news language is “one of the most influential ways that discourses can 

be circulated, maintained or challenged”. 

 This study will examine the representation of trans people in two widely-read British 

newspapers (The Daily Mail and The Guardian) by combining corpus linguistic methods (CL) 

and critical discourse analysis (CDA). It is a methodological synergy that combines the 

quantitative aspects of CL, mainly collocation and concordance line analysis, with the 

qualitative analysis of CDA. This study is largely inspired by Baker (2014) who used 

collocation and concordance line analysis to establish what semantic prosodies exist around gay 

men in The Daily Mail. He argues that “homophobic practices are enabled through discourses” 

and that “[t]he analysis of language is therefore an important way of understanding the extent 

to which a society is homophobic, as well as giving a window onto the nature of such 

homophobia” (2014: 107). These statements have the potential to hold equally true for trans 

people and transphobia, and thus, this is the main motivation for this study. So far, there is a 

dearth of studies concerning the representation of trans people in the news media, and this study 

intends to begin to fill that gap. 

                                                 
1 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
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 I will begin by stating the aim and research questions of the present study (1.1). I then 

move on to describe the background, research context and methodological framework in section 

2. Section 3 describes the material and the methodology of the study. The results and analysis 

is presented in section 4 and key findings are then discussed in section 5. In section 6 I 

summarize my study and propose some ideas for further research. 

 

1.1 Aim 

The aim of this study is to examine collocates of the terms trans, transgender(s) and 

transsexual(s) in order to identify and discuss semantic prosodies related to transgender people 

in two British newspapers during 2015–2017. A semantic prosody is the attitudinal or 

evaluative context that the occurrence of certain collocates might contribute to (see 2.3). In this 

study I will attempt to answer the following five research questions: 

1. What are the most common collocates of trans, transgender(s) and transsexual(s)? 

2. How are these collocates interrelated? 

3. What semantic prosodies do these collocates reflect? 

4. Are there any differences between the newspapers’ representation of trans people? 

5. Do the different semantic prosodies form one united image or are there contradictory 

semantic prosodies? 

The trans movement is relatively new in Britain, and as legislation has been enacted trans people 

have become more visible to the public eye and more stories about trans people have started to 

appear in the mainstream media. According to Van Dijk, newspapers tend to “remain within 

the boundaries of a flexible, but dominant consensus” (2008: 56) and not explicitly challenge 

the opinion of the public. However, since the trans movement is only just entering the general 

public domain, it may be that there is no established dominant consensus. Because of this, as 

well as the topic’s recent emergence and the dearth of previous research, this study will take an 

exploratory standpoint and no hypotheses will be formed at this point.  

 

2. Background and Previous Research  

This section will begin with an explanatory background of what being transgender means and 

the current legislation surrounding trans people in Britain (2.1). I then move on to summarize 

the Trans Media Watch’s style guide (2.2) and to give an overview of the research context (2.3). 

In 2.4 I explain the theoretical framework for this study (corpus linguistics and critical discourse 

analysis). 
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2.1 Definition of Transgender and Current Legislation 

UK LGBT organization Trans Media Watch (2015) defines transgender people as “people who 

experience the need to present themselves as and/or who identify as other than the gender they 

were assigned at birth”. A trans person does not have to undergo any surgical procedures in 

order to identify as transgender. In the UK, trans legislation has come a long way compared to 

many other parts of the world. The Gender Recognition Act 2004 allows trans people to change 

their legal gender after passing a review by a ‘Gender Recognition Panel’. In order to pass the 

review, the applicant must have been diagnosed with gender dysphoria, which by definition is 

the same thing as being transgender but is classified as a psychological disorder. Furthermore, 

they need to have transitioned, meaning that they need to have started to live as their preferred 

gender, at least two years earlier. There is no demand for the person to have undergone any 

surgical procedures, which is the case in many other countries. In 2017, the UK Ministry of 

Justice announced that they would review the current legislation anew to determine if it was 

possible to remove these demands and instead allow people to self-determine their legal gender 

and change it through a paperwork process only (Dunne 2017). The reason for this is that many 

trans people disagree with the fact that their gender identity needs to be classified as a 

psychological disorder and that it needs to be determined by a panel rather than by themselves. 

There are no reports on the progress of this review at the time of the present study (June 2018). 

 

2.2 Media Style Guides 

In order to avoid misrepresentation of transgender people in the media, several trans 

organizations around the world have published style guides for the media that explain what 

language and terminology should be used and what should be avoided when reporting on 

transgender people. This section will summarize the style guide provided by the Trans Media 

Watch, as well as briefly look into The Guardian’s own style guide (The Daily Mail does not 

have a public style guide). 

 Trans Media Watch is a UK organization that describes itself as “a charity dedicated to 

improving media coverage of trans and intersex issues”, and one of the ways they do this is by 

providing a style guide for the media on trans language. This style guide provides some general 

guidelines on reporting on trans people as well as lists of words that should and should not be 

used. In short, the general guidelines state that the media should avoid offensive, ridiculing or 

sensationalist language when reporting on trans people. They also advise against focusing too 

much on the medical history of the trans person in question, using the person’s chosen name 

and pronouns and avoiding revealing their previous identities without permission. Furthermore, 
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they explain that there is no correlation between a person’s gender identity and their sexuality. 

Finally, they stress that trans people, and trans children in particular, need to be treated with 

respect and care. As for how to refer to trans people, the recommendation is to use trans and/or 

transgender (as adjectives) and refrain from using transsexual. Finally, they also list terms 

which are found offensive by the majority of the trans community and therefore should be 

avoided entirely: sex change, sex swap, tranny, transsexual (when used as a noun), transgender 

(when used as a noun), pre-op/post-op, shemale, heshe, gender-bender, hermaphrodite (Trans 

Media Watch 2015). 

 The Guardian has its own style guide with a short section on trans people that seems to 

concur with the Trans Media Watch’s recommendations: “Where relevant, use transgender at 

first mention, thereafter trans, and only as an adjective: transgender person, trans person; never 

‘transgendered person’ or ‘a transgender’” (Marsh and Hodson 2017).  

 

2.3 Research Context  

As mentioned in the introduction, there is a gap in linguistic research when it comes to the 

media discourse surrounding transgender people, and this study thus draws on research from a 

range of related areas. In this section I will begin with a brief account of research conducted by 

trans organizations. I will then look at relevant research on trans people from a media science 

perspective and a women’s studies perspective. Finally I will describe a piece of linguistic 

research by Hackl et al. (2016) on the representation of trans people in the media in connection 

with a specific news story.  

 Trans organizations sometimes conduct their own research, in the form of polls or 

questionnaires that allow trans people to self-report their experiences on a certain topic. This 

type of research can be problematic since it is not necessarily conducted from a scientific 

standpoint, and also because it is conducted by organizations that can be assumed to have a 

strong bias on the topic. However, these reports offer useful insights into trans people’s self-

reported experiences. A recent survey by Stonewall, a UK LGBT organization, was answered 

by 733 trans people and focused on discrimination. The survey found that 41 percent of 

participants reported that they have “experienced a hate crime or incident” (Bachmann and 

Gooch 2018: 6) because of their gender identity and 40 percent adjust the way they present 

themselves in order to avoid such discrimination (Bachmann and Gooch 2018: 7). The study 

also reports that trans people experience discrimination at work, at home and within healthcare 

systems, as mentioned in section 1. On the topic of trans people in the media, one of the 

respondents said: 



 

5 

 

We are constantly questioned on our existence, treated hostilely and ridiculed in the name 

of debate. We are constantly exposed to hate and criticism in media and daily life as the 

public respond to the media's attitudes. I'm sick of being described as a mentally ill freak. 

(Bachmann and Gooch 2018: 24) 

Trans Media Watch, whose style guide is summarized in 2.2, conducted another survey which 

focused solely on the representation of trans people in the media. The survey had 256 

respondents and showed, amongst other things, that trans people are concerned about the 

“inaccuracy, poor research and inappropriate use of language” in the media and that even 

though an article might be positive towards trans people, such language “could make an item 

damaging even when it seemed to have been approached from a sympathetic angle” (Trans 

Media Watch 2010: 8).  

 The representation of trans people in the media has also been studied within the field of 

media science. One such study focused on whether the representation of trans women in 

fictional media can influence people’s opinion about trans people in general (Solomon and 

Kurtz-Costes 2017). The study hypothesizes that transphobia might (partially) stem from the 

fact that trans people are a very small subset of the population, which means that few people 

get to interact with trans people directly but instead form their opinions based on media 

portrayals (2017: 36). The study investigates if it is possible to change people’s minds about 

trans people by exposing them to different types of media representation. The results showed 

that subjects who were exposed to positive representations of trans people did not feel more 

positive towards trans people afterwards whereas subjects who were exposed to negative 

representations felt more negative towards trans people afterwards. This led Solomon and 

Kurtz-Costes (2017: 37) to the conclusion that even though visibility and representation are 

important “not all media representation elicits positive change, and negative or otherwise 

stereotypical portrayals of minority characters can reinforce negative biases”. 

 Campisi (2013) performed a study where the methodology was CDA, even though the 

linguistic aspect was not foregrounded since the article pertains to women’s studies. The study 

focused on the representation of two character’s in youth TV shows, one homosexual character 

and one transgender character. The methodology consisted of a combination of studying the 

TV networks that produced the show (their political affiliations, funding and previous work) as 

well as close-reading and watching of transcripted episodes. Campisi then identified and 

analyzed key themes in the characters’ narratives. The key themes for the trans character she 

identified was: “family and friendship, gender binary and masculinity, bullying and violence, 

the physical body, and likeability (including references to being ‘more than’ his trans identity)” 
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(2013:108) which are themes that she found to be consistent with previous literary 

representations of trans people. She argues that representation of trans youth is important in 

order for the normalization of being trans. Campisi concludes by claiming that “imperfect, 

normalized queer and trans* youth characters do meaningful cultural work by resonating with 

youth viewers and creating important spaces for discussion, education and celebration of queer 

and trans* youth identities” (2013:139). 

 Hackl et al. (2016) conducted a study on the language used in news reporting regarding 

the coming out of Chelsea Manning in 2013. She was a soldier in the U.S. Army who was court-

martialed after revealing sensitive information to the web site WikiLeaks. The day after her 

sentencing she came out as a transgender woman. By analyzing newspaper articles published 

two weeks after Manning’s coming out statement Hackl et al. found that international media, 

although reluctantly, “gradually changed from a male to female representation” (2016: 478) but 

that U.S. media outlets were more hesitant. They based this on data showing that media outlets 

tended to use Chelsea’s former name Bradley and the pronoun ‘he’ more often than her desired 

name (Chelsea) and pronoun (she). This is a process that within the trans community is called 

dead naming. Hackl et al. suggest that the media’s unwillingness to represent Manning as her 

chosen gender was a matter of the audience recognizing the name Bradley Manning better than 

Chelsea Manning and that the media valued this more highly than an accurate representation of 

a trans person. Moreover, the study showed that trans people in general, not just Manning, 

experienced increased visibility in news media during the two-week period due to the news 

story (2016: 482). In their final statements, Hackl et al. (2016: 482–483) encourage journalists 

to consult style guides when reporting on trans people and researchers to further explore 

transgender representation in both newspapers and other media.  

 

2.4 Corpus Linguistics and Critical Discourse Analysis  

In this study I employ a combination of corpus linguistic (CL) methods and critical discourse 

analysis (CDA). This synergy might seem counter-intuitive at first since CL mostly deals with 

quantitative data and CDA with qualitative data. However, the combination of methods has 

been studied, tested, and evaluated by, amongst others, Hardt-Mautner (1995) Baker et al. 

(2008) and Baker (2012). These studies have in turn helped provide a methodological 

framework that has been employed in later studies (Baker 2014; Boeva 2015; Al Fajri 2017). 

 Corpus linguistics is a methodology that can be used to study a number of different 

linguistic phenomena through large samples (corpora) of ‘real-life’ language. Its main benefit 

is that it allows researchers to consider large sets of empirical data and make objective claims 
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about language (McEnery & Wilson 1996: 87). However, it is important to recognize that even 

though a corpus might be representative, it is still a finite sample of language (McEnery & 

Wilson 1996: 61). Furthermore, the data obtained from a corpus still requires human processing, 

analysis and interpretation (Baker et al. 2008: 277). 

 CDA, on the other hand, is a type of discourse analysis that moves beyond just describing 

discourse and instead tries to explain it in terms of social structure and power relations. Power 

and control are central notions in CDA, and van Dijk argues that power can be described as 

“access to or control over public discourse and communication” (2008: 89). By extension, the 

people who control more influential discourse are more powerful. Van Dijk claims that mass 

media “are most pervasive, if not most influential, when judged by the power criteria of 

recipient scope” and that, furthermore, the audience generally perceives newspapers as being 

more reliable and of higher quality than other types of news sources (2008: 55). Newspapers 

are therefore powerful both because they have access to and control over a large part of the 

public discourse and because people tend to view them as a reliable source of information. 

Sometimes within CDA, this type of power is even referred to as “mind control” (van Dijk 

2008: 11). CDA is most often performed by analyzing samples of text, as well as relating them 

to the producer of the text, society, power structures etc.. Most criticisms of CDA have been 

towards the data used in the studies. Researchers have been accused of cherry-picking data in 

order to prove their point instead of using representative data and there has been criticism about 

generalizing results from small data-sets (Baker et al. 2008: 281–283). CDA thus benefits from 

the “more objective, quantitative CL approaches, as quantification can reveal the degree of 

generality of, or confidence in, the study findings and conclusions” (Baker et al. 2008: 297).  

 Many studies that use this combination of methods follow the same basic framework 

(Baker et al. 2008; Baker 2014; Boeva 2015; Al Farji 2017). Data is collected through the CL 

methods of collocation and concordance. Most studies then group together collocates that seem 

to contribute to the same topic or semantic prosody and analyze the topics/prosodies (rather 

than analyzing the collocates one by one), using complementary concordance analysis when 

necessary. This allows for identifying patterns within the discourse that is being analyzed. 

 Collocation is the non-random co-occurrence of words within a text or corpus. Baker 

(2006: 95–96) explains that collocation is “when a word regularly appears near another word, 

and the relationship is statistically significant in some way”. Collocation is a useful tool for 

deciding the focus of the study and it also helps eliminate researcher bias since the data decide 

what the focus of the study will be rather than it being decided beforehand by the researcher 

(Baker et al. 2008: 278). Although collocation is only a statistical measurement, it is closely 
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related to the notions of semantic preference, semantic prosody, and lexical priming. Semantic 

preference and semantic prosody are two terms that are sometimes used interchangeably but 

are sometimes given their own, separate, definitions. They both refer to the semantic 

environment, or context, that a certain word appears in. Baker et al. say that semantic prosodies 

are the “semantic extension of collocation” and explains that a collocate does not need to be 

directly adjacent to the search word in order to have an effect on it (2008: 278). However, this 

is true for semantic preference as well. Sinclair, on the other hand, describes the difference 

between them by saying that semantic prosodies are “evaluative or attitudinal and are used to 

express the speaker’s approval (good prosody) or disapproval (bad prosody) of whatever topic 

is momentarily the object of discourse” (1996: 87), whereas a semantic preference is not 

necessarily evaluative. All collocates are thus semantic preference, but not all collocates 

contribute to a semantic prosody. The most common definition used in earlier studies is by 

Louw (2000), who says that a semantic prosody is “a consistent aura of meaning with which a 

form is imbued by its collocates” (Louw 2000). This study will subscribe to both Sinclair’s and 

Louw’s definition of semantic prosody as being evaluative in nature, and it will, therefore, focus 

mainly on collocates that contribute to a semantic prosody. As for lexical priming, it is a theory 

developed by Hoey which links corpus linguistics to psycholinguistics, which he explains in 

the following manner: 

As a word is acquired through encounters with it in speech and writing, it becomes 

cumulatively loaded with the contexts and co-texts in which it is encountered, and our 

knowledge of it includes the fact that it co-occurs with certain other words in certain kinds 

of context. (Hoey 2005: 8) 

This theory is based in corpus linguistics but it also helps to form a bridge between CL and 

CDA. The theory of priming within CL is not that far from the theories of power (re)production 

and mind control in CDA described at the beginning of this section. Hoey (2005: 182) even 

claims that mass media is one of the main ways that our individual primings become 

harmonized, or shared, with those of our speech community.  

 

3. Material and Method 

In 3.1, the material used in the study and how it was selected will be described in more detail. 

In 3.2 the methodological procedure will be described. 
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3.1 Material 

3.1.1 NOW Corpus 

The NOW corpus is a fully automated corpus created by Mark Davies and is hosted by Brigham 

Young University (BYU). It contains newspaper articles from newspapers written in English 

from all over the world. It currently (June 2018) has approximately 6 billion words, but it is 

growing in size daily. BYU hosts a number of different corpora (among them the Corpus of 

Contemporary American English, COCA) with a shared interface that allows the user to 

perform different types of searches, such as concordance and collocate searches, depending on 

the purpose of their study. It is fully automated in the sense that it finds, downloads and tags 

texts through the use of software without any human supervision or post-editing. The main 

benefit of this type of corpus compared to manually created ones is described by the corpus’ 

creator Mark Davies in the following manner: 

 

One of the challenges facing corpus creators and users is the fact that so many corpora 

quickly become ‘stale’. They may do a great job of representing the language from 10–

20 years ago, but there is nothing from the last year or two – or especially the last month 

and definitely not from yesterday (2017: 1).  

Consequently, the main strength of a fully automated corpora is that it can provide the 

researcher with current data, allowing for synchronic studies to be conducted. However, it also 

means that the software used can be possible sources of error. One of the main issues for this 

study was that the software might download duplicates of certain articles which would skew 

the results. The NOW corpus has an inbuilt function that removes duplicates, but this was 

determined to be unreliable when checking the results manually. This function was thus 

disabled and duplicates were instead identified and removed by manually going through the 

results and investigating concordance lines that appeared similar. 

 The NOW corpus allows its users to create sub-corpora based on a number of different 

criteria, such as source, time period and words contained within the texts. This function was 

used to create the two corpora used in this study.  However, the size of the sub-corpora is limited 

to 1000 texts or less by the software, and thus certain limitations were necessary.  The source 

was set to The Daily Mail and The Guardian respectively, and the time-period to 2015-2017. 

This time period was chosen in order to obtain data that allowed for a synchronic analysis, 

focusing on the current language surrounding trans people, as well as to limit the size of the 

sub-corpora. The sub-corpora were also limited to articles containing the search words: trans, 

trangender(s) and/or transsexual(s). Consequently, each sub-corpus created contains all texts 
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from the given time period in which at least one of the search words appeared (from each 

newspaper).  

 

Table 1. Size of the sub-corpora in terms of words and texts 

Newspaper Words Texts 

The Daily Mail 456,103 397 

The Guardian 1,025,345 786 

 

 As can be seen in Table 1, there was a significant size difference between the two sub-

corpora created due to the fact that the search words appeared more often in The Guardian than 

in The Daily Mail during this time-period. This was somewhat expected since The Guardian, 

in general, publishes more and longer articles. A complete list of all texts in each sub-corpus is 

available in Appendix 2. 

 

3.1.2 Newspaper Selection 

The choice of newspaper selection was made based on two criteria: readership figures, and 

genre. Firstly, since the aim of the study is to discuss current media discourse, it was necessary 

to base the selection on readership figures in order to make sure that the data used in this study 

actually represents the most dominant media discourse, i.e. the most read newspapers. 

Secondly, as there is a comparative aspect to this study, another criterion was the genre of the 

newspaper; one broadsheet and one tabloid needed to be included. The decision to limit the 

study to two newspapers was made based on the aim, size, and timeframe of the study. A 

broader selection of newspapers, beyond the scope of this study, would be needed in order to 

fully compare the two genres since one cannot say with certainty that those with the highest 

readership figures are representative of the genre. Based on these criteria the following 

newspapers were selected: 

 The Daily Mail, a tabloid newspaper with a monthly readership of 29,697,000. 

 The Guardian, a broadsheet newspaper with a monthly readership of 24,946,000. 

These figures include both print, PC, and mobile editions of the newspapers (National 

Readership Survey 2017). 

 Another aspect that might also affect the discourse is the political affiliation of the 

newspapers. The Daily Mail is a conservative newspaper whereas The Guardian is a center-left 

newspaper. 
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3.2 Method 

In 3.2.1 I will describe how the search words were selected and the complete methodological 

process and the study’s limitations will be described in 3.2.2. 

 

3.2.1 Search Words 

In order to be able to investigate the discourse surrounding trans people, it was necessary to 

determine what search words would enable this. The search words in this study are trans, 

transgender, transgenders, transsexual and transsexuals. The choice of these search words was 

based mainly on the Trans Media Watch’s style guide (see 2.1) and on pilot searches in the 

NOW corpus. A preliminary pilot search in the NOW corpus showed that transgender and trans 

seem to be the most common terms, but that transsexual and the noun plurals transgenders and 

transsexuals are also in use. A problem with these search words is that there are many more 

ways of referring to and talking about trans people than these search words capture (Baker 2014: 

109). Other possible search terms could have been transvestite, tranny, shemale, crossdresser 

etc. These were excluded since they did not generate any or very few hits in the corpus during 

the pilot searches. As the aim of this study is to investigate the most dominant discourse, my 

method is to look at the most common ways of referring to trans people, rather than looking at 

all possible ways of referring to them, which these search words facilitate. 

 

3.2.2 Methodological Process and Limitations 

After the sub-corpora were compiled searches for collocates were carried out. For the purpose 

of this study, the span for collocates was set to include four words to the left and four words to 

the right of the search word, which is the default span set in the NOW corpus. When it comes 

to statistical measures, the Mutual Information (MI) score is the only one that the NOW corpus 

offers and as this is an accepted way of selecting collocates in similar studies (used by e.g. 

Baker 2014), that was the one used. One of the advantages of using the MI score is that it varies 

very little depending on corpus size (Gablasova, Brezina and McEnery 2017: 169). Therefore, 

it is a viable way of comparing collocates across corpora, which is beneficial since the two 

corpora in the present study vary so much in size. The MI score is calculated by an algorithm 

and basically compares the observed frequency with the (statistically) expected frequency and 

“the higher the number, the stronger the collocation” (Baker 2006: 101). The conventional 

lower limit when using the MI score is 3 (Baker 2014: 136) and this is the limit that was 

employed in this study as well. A problem with the MI score is that it tends to give high scores 

to low-frequency words (Baker 2006: 102), however, this was counteracted by only including 
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collocates with a raw frequency of a minimum of three. Although three is quite a low limit, this 

approach largely eliminates collocates that appear by chance. Baker (2014: 111) argues that 

when examining semantic prosodies, even collocates with low frequencies could possibly 

“contribute towards an overall picture” and should be taken into account.  

 Furthermore, in line with earlier studies (Baker 2014; Boeva 2015; Al Farji 2017), only 

collocates that were nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs were included in the present study, 

with function words excluded. Names of persons and organizations were also excluded since 

these are not evaluative in nature. However, place names were included since these were 

decided through concordance line analysis to be evaluative and therefore to contribute to a 

semantic prosody. In this manner, all collocates that matched the criteria was compiled for each 

corpus. In order to then get an equal number of collocates from each newspaper and counteract 

the size difference between the corpora, the top 60 collocates from each newspaper (according 

to the MI score) were selected for this study. However, there is an overlap where the same 

collocate appears in both corpora or together with several of the search words. For example, the 

collocate bisexual appears five times in the data as it collocates with both trans and transgender 

in The Guardian and also with trans, transgender and transsexual in The Daily Mail. In the 

results section, the normalized frequencies for these collocates are conflated into one number 

(for each newspaper) but they were kept separate in the raw data to illustrate the pervasiveness 

of certain collocates throughout the search words and/or newspapers. Within the top 60 

collocates, most were found to be evaluative and therefore contributing to a semantic prosody. 

Ten collocates were not evaluative and thus only semantic preference (namely 17-year-old, 19-

year-old, woman, pupils, student, teen, folk, folks, individuals, persons: see Appendix 1) 

 The study then moved on to identify semantic prosodies by finding collocates that seemed 

to contribute to a similar discourse, for example words describing sexual preference, such as 

bisexual, gay, and lesbian were grouped together. However, most semantic prosodies were not 

as straightforward as the previous example, and the collocates were instead grouped into 

semantic prosodies by consulting the concordance lines. In this manner, less obvious collocates 

could be determined to contribute to a semantic prosody. For example, requires and requiring 

were determined to contribute to the prosody relating to the bathroom bills (see 4.2.2) and 

Detroit was determined to fit into the “trans people are victims” prosody (see 4.2.3). The 

analysis was then further assisted by using tools such as dictionaries and the Trans Media 

Watch’s style guide. Dictionaries was used in order to fully understand the meaning and 

connotations of certain collocates (see 4.2.1 and 4.3.3) and the style guide was used when 

determining whether the semantic prosody was positive, negative or problematic.  
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 In order to further illustrate the connection between the collocates relating to one 

particular semantic prosody (see 4.2.1), two collocational networks were created. A 

collocational network is a table or chart which shows how collocates are interrelated. A word 

which collocates with the search word might also collocate with several other of the search 

word’s collocates. Hence, collocational networks illustrate that collocation is not just a linear 

relationship between words but rather a “network of interrelated terms” (Baker 2006: 117). 

These networks were created by performing additional collocate searches for each of the 

collocates, and connecting the ones who were also collocates to each other in the illustration of 

the network. Another collocational tool that was used in order to obtain more information about 

the prosody was second-order collocates. These are words that collocate with one (or more) of 

the collocates of a search word but not with the search word itself (see 4.2.2).  

 

4. Results and Analysis 

In this section I present the semantic prosodies found for the collocates of trans, transgender(s) 

and transsexual(s) in the two newspapers, starting with negative ones (4.1), moving on to 

problematic ones (4.2) and then positive ones (4.3).  

 The results are presented in tables that account for which collocates were found in each 

newspaper and the normalized frequency (NF) for each collocate will be presented within 

brackets next to the collocate. The results were normalized to frequency per million words. If a 

collocate appears together with multiple search words, the NF for each search word will be 

conflated into one number. The full results, including search words and MI score for the 

collocates, are provided in Appendix 1. 

 The concordance lines presented are numbered (1, 2, 3…) and in the Figure caption it 

will be made clear if the concordance lines are all concordance lines for a collocate or only a 

sample. If a sample is used, the total number of concordance lines (for both newspapers and all 

search words) will be presented in brackets.   

 

4.1 Negative Semantic Prosodies 

This section will look at two different semantic prosodies that are directly negative or harmful 

towards trans people, and which are both advised against by the Trans Media Watch (2015). 

The semantic prosodies that will be presented are: “trans people and their behavior is 

sensational” (4.1.1) and “focus on trans people’s bodies and/or transition” (4.1.2).  

 



 

14 

 

4.1.1 Sensationalism 

Table 2 contains collocates which all, in some way or another, describe trans people and their 

behavior as either sensational or scandalous. 

 

Table 2. Collocates contributing to “trans people and their behavior is sensational” (NF in 

brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail accept (13.15), affair (6.58), fact (6.58), openly (28.5) 

The Guardian embraced (2.93), openly (8.78) 

   

Affair is scandalous in the sense that it refers to inappropriate sexual behaviour. A concordance 

analysis shows that all instances of the collocate appeared in connection with one specific news 

story, as shown in Figure 1. 

 

1 was home to her politician brother who had an affair with a transsexual woman. (DM) 

2 Kelly Jr (pictured together in 1948) had a public love affair with a transsexual woman in the 1970s. (DM) 

3 the family’s image when the politician had a public affair with a transsexual woman in the 1970s, (DM) 

Figure 1. All concordance lines for affair 

 

Consequently, this collocate might not be used regularly. However, it is noteworthy that the 

story is about sexual behavior and that the search word that this collocate appeared together 

with was transsexual. In 5.2, a case will be made for the idea that the term transsexual 

perpetuates the (false) notion that being trans is linked to one’s sexual behavior or preference.  

 The other collocates are embraced, openly, accept, and fact and a sample of concordance 

lines is presented in Figure 2. 

 

4 because his family struggled to accept that she is transgender. (DM) 

5 when gay and transgender women are embraced as colleagues and friends, not fired from good jobs (G) 

6 out as transgender, revealed: 'The fact that I am Trans and the fact that my past (DM) 

7 She was Oklahoma City's first openly transgender police officer and now teaches(G) 

Figure 2. Sample of concordance lines for accept (6), embraced (3), fact (3) and openly (22) 

 

These collocates are all used in order to legitimize being trans. The need to legitimize it, in turn, 

implies that being trans is not normal, but rather something sensational and sometimes 

shameful. Accept and embraced suggest that being welcoming towards trans people is an active 
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choice, rather than the default. Openly suggests that one can keep being transgender hidden 

which implies that it might be shameful to be transgender. Fact appears in phrases such as in 

concordance line 6: “The fact that I am trans”. This type of statement emphasizes that being 

trans is not a choice, and defends the right to identify as trans. Whereas these words might seem 

to be positive and welcoming, they emphasize that being trans is not seen as normal. People 

who are perceived as normal do not need to be accepted or embraced by society, neither do 

they have to come out and be openly heterosexual or justify their gender identity as a fact. 

 

4.1.2 Focus on Bodies and/or Transition 

Table 3 shows collocates that focus on either trans people’s bodies or their transition. For this 

semantic prosody, no collocates were found in The Daily Mail whereas three were found in The 

Guardian. 

 

Table 3. Collocates contributing to “focus on trans people’s bodies” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Guardian female-to-male (2.93), identifying (2.93), transitioned (2.93) 

 

All three collocates have a normalized frequency of 2.93 which indicates that this semantic 

prosody is not prevalent. However, it is one of the prosodies with the most potential to hurt 

trans people. The Trans Media Watch (2015) explains that this type of discourse is negative and 

should be avoided because it is an invasion of a person’s privacy and “[a]s with all medical 

therapy, these are private matters between an individual and their doctor and should never be 

referred to without permission”. They go on to say that a person’s transition should only be 

referred to if it is necessary to the specific news story. The concordance lines for the collocates 

identifying and transitioned are presented in Figure 3. 

 

8 on the books that prosecute people for  identifying as trans, that this could leave people open (G) 

9 would include trans women or men identifying as women who have not physically (G) 

10 admissions policy to allow trans people identifying as women to apply for entry (G) 

11 28-year-old is a transgender man who transitioned two years ago. Changing the gender marker (G) 

12 Transgender people who have transitioned to the opposite sex would not be affected (G) 

13 assessed the mental health of 73 socially transitioned transgender children aged three to 12, (G) 

Figure 3. All concordance lines for identifying and transitioned 
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In all of these concordance lines, the gender identity and/or transition seem to be of importance 

to the news story. Line 8 is about trans people being prosecuted because of their gender identity, 

lines 9, 10 and 12 are about the rights of trans people and line 13 is about the health of trans 

children. All of these examples are about trans people in general, and only line 11 is concerned 

with a specific person. However, that line as well seems to be about the process of transitioning 

in more general terms: “[c]hanging the gender marker”. Hence, these collocates might have 

been used in situations that warranted it. However, the concordance lines in Figure 4 show that 

this is not the case for the collocate female-to-male. 

 

14 story of Brandon Teena, a transgender female-to-male who was raped and murdered (G) 

15 appealing to other communities, including female-to-male transgender customers (G) 

16 having an ill-fated tryst with a  female-to-male transgender teacher at her university (G) 

Figure 4. All concordance lines for female-to-male 

 

To begin with, the Trans Media Watch (2015) strongly advises against using this term (as well 

as the reverse male-to-female) since it is focuses too much on a person’s body and transition. 

Concordance line 14 is about a trans person falling victim to a crime, line 15 is about 

demographics, and line 16 is about a conflict involving a trans person. In none of these cases 

does it seem necessary to go into detail about a person’s body or transition. Moreover, 

transgender already implies a transition from one gender to another which makes the term 

female-to-male redundant. 

 

4.2 Problematic Semantic Prosodies  

In this section I will present semantic prosodies that are not clearly negative or positive towards 

transgender people. In 4.2.1, the first prosody discussed is “trans people and other sexual 

preferences/gender identities”, which is the most prevalent according to the normalized 

frequencies in my data. After this, the semantic prosody “trans people and other minorities” is 

presented. Then, two semantic prosodies relating to two dominant news stories are discussed in 

4.2.2: “trans people and the bathroom bills” and “trans people and the attempted military ban”. 

Finally, the semantic prosodies “trans people are victims” and “trans people are the perpetrators 

of crime” are presented (4.2.3).  
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4.2.1 Trans Identity in Relation to Other Identities 

The search words frequently collocated with words describing other minority groups. Table 4 

show collocates that links trans people to other sexual preferences and/or gender identities. 

 

Table 4. Collocates contributing to “trans people and other sexualities/gender identities” (NF 

in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail bisexual (127.16), gay (175.4), gays (6.58), intersex (8.77), 

lesbian (6.58), non-binary (8.77) 

The Guardian bi (5.85), bisexual (99.48), intersex (31.21), lesbians (5.85), non-

binary (15.61), non-conforming (4.88) 

 

As can be seen in Table 4, trans people are often mentioned in connection with a range of 

different sexual preferences (bi, bisexual, gay, gays lesbian, lesbians) and/or gender identities 

(non-binary, non-conforming, intersex). Baker found similar results in his study on gay men, 

where gay often collocated with the other sexual preferences lesbian and bisexual. He calls it 

“inclusiveness strategies”, which connect groups that might “experience similar issues” (2014: 

119). However, trans people are also often mentioned together with other gender identities, 

such as non-binary, non-conforming and intersex in addition to the different sexual preferences. 

 

17 those identifying as trans, gender-queer or non-binary, are treated (DM) 

18 towards the LGBT lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender community (G) 

19 poor treatment of lesbian, gay,  bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people (DM) 

Figure 5. Sample of concordance lines for non-binary (20), and bisexual (161) 

 

 In concordance line 17, trans is listed together with gender-queer and non-binary, which 

are both examples of gender identities. In concordance line 18, on the other hand, it is listed 

together with lesbian, gay, and bisexual, which are sexual preferences. There are also some 

examples of the two different categories meeting, as in concordance line 19 where both sexual 

preferences, lesbian, gay, and bisexual, and the gender identity intersex are listed. The 

collocational networks for the search words in the respective newspapers are illustrated in 

Figures 6 and 7 below: 
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Figure 6. Collocational network of sexual preferences/gender identities in The Daily Mail.  

 

 

Figure 7. Collocational network of sexual preferences/gender identities in The Guardian. 

 

In The Daily Mail, in particular, there is a strong network between the words gay, lesbian, and 

bisexual, which are all sexual preferences. The collocational network for The Guardian, on the 

other hand, shows stronger links between the words intersex, non-binary and bisexual. Hence, 

both the concordance lines and collocational networks seem to indicate that there might be two 

different, but sometimes overlapping, semantic prosodies at work, rather than just one: “being 

trans is a sexual preference” and “being trans is a gender identity”. The first one seems to be 

stronger in The Daily Mail whereas the second one seems to be stronger in The Guardian. 

 The collocational networks also illustrate an interesting point regarding the search word 

transsexual. Transsexual only rendered results in The Daily Mail, and its collocates are 

exclusively related to sexual preferences: lesbian, gay, bisexual. The Trans Media Watch 

(2015) discourages the use of the word transsexual and the word might bear too strong 

connotations to sexuality, especially considering that other words ending in -sexual (i.e. 

homosexual, bisexual) often refer to a person’s sexual preferences. According to the Oxford 

English Dictionary, the -sexual in homosexual refers to a person’s sexual preferences whereas 

the -sexual in transsexual refers to a person’s sex (OED 2018). 
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 The next semantic prosody is “trans people and other minorities”, and there are only two 

collocates to consider: color (28.28) and disabled (3.9), both of which appear in The Guardian. 

The two terms are not interrelated but they both contribute to the same semantic prosody. A 

concordance analysis of the word color shows that it mostly appears as a modifier together with 

trans/transgender and thus refers to persons who are both trans and of color, as can be seen in 

Figure 8. 

 

20 almost all of them transgender women of color, and likely an underestimate (G) 

21 Trans people, and especially trans women of color, have to endure all sorts of indignities(G) 

22 especially transgender women of color, would have to face any additional burdens (G) 

Figure 8. Sample of concordance lines for color (29) 

 

Another interesting point is that this collocate appears with American spelling (instead of 

British colour), even though the newspapers in question are British. This might indicate that 

the trans movement more visible in the US, and that British reporting is affected by American 

reporting (see 4.2.2 regarding dominant news stories, and 4.3.3 where collocate Center is 

discussed).   

 Moreover, both color and disabled also appear in a similar manner as gay, lesbian and 

bisexual were shown to be in the proceeding section, as a form of inclusion, which can be seen 

in Figure 9. 

 

23 lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, people of color and queer indigenous people (G) 

24 transgender and gender nonconforming people – 

and especially transgender women of color. (G) 

25 excludes women of color – or  disabled women, trans women, sex workers, 

Muslims, Jews, poor people (G) 

26 and that women, people of color, transgender people, immigrants, workers, 

the disabled (G) 

Figure 9. Sample of concordance lines for color (29) and disabled (4) 

 

In concordance lines 23–26, trans people are grouped together with an array of different 

minority groups. The common denominator is that these groups are at a disadvantage in society 

when it comes to power. The people they are being grouped together with are minority groups 

that do not have the most common and/or accepted, sexuality, color of skin, nationality, religion 

etc. 
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4.2.2 Dominant News Stories 

Hackl et al. (2016) found that the specific news story that was the subject of their study 

increased visibility for transgender people during a brief period of time. Two news stories with 

a similar effect were identified in this study: the bathroom bills in the USA and President 

Trump’s attempt to ban trans people from serving in the US army. Both of these stories 

originated in America and mostly concerned Americans. However, their strong presence in 

British media as well suggests that Hackl et al. (2016) are correct and that high profile news 

stories like this increase the visibility of all trans people all over the world.  

 A bathroom bill is a law that decides which bathroom a transgender individual is allowed 

to use. It can be either inclusive and allow trans people to use the bathroom which corresponds 

with their preferred gender, or exclusive and force trans people to use the bathroom of the 

gender on their birth certificate. During the 2010’s these bills started to appear across different 

states in America, and figured in newspapers across the world. There are three collocates to 

consider concerning the news stories of the bathroom bills: bathrooms (25.59) which appears 

in both newspapers and requires (3.9) and requiring (4.88) which only appear in The Guardian. 

A collocate search for the word bathrooms was conducted in both corpora in order to collect 

second-order collocates, to obtain more information about this semantic prosody. These are 

presented in Table 5 below. 

 

Table 5. Collocates of bathrooms 

Newspaper Second-Order Collocates 

The Daily Mail access, denied, locker rooms, people, public, students, use 

The Guardian access, comport, consistent, gender, gender neutral, girls, 

locker rooms, match, matching, men, neutral, public, school, 

students, unfettered, use, using 

 

These collocates tell us that the bathrooms at hand are public bathrooms and/or bathrooms in 

schools (students, locker rooms, school). Collocates such as access, denied, unfettered and 

comport tell us that there is some sort of regulation as to who is allowed to use certain 

bathrooms. In The Guardian, there are also collocates that relate to the gender identity of the 

bathroom users: gender, gender neutral, men, girls. Finally, the words match, matching and 

consistent together with the previous information seem to indicate that the gender identity of 

the bathroom user must match the bathroom. 
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27 the ordinance related to use of public bathrooms by transgender men and women (DM) 

28 evidence of transgender people entering bathrooms to commit assault in other cities (G) 

29 Legislation requiring transgender students to use bathrooms corresponding (G) 

Figure 10. Sample of concordance lines for bathrooms (20), requires (4) and requiring (5) 

 

Together with the second-order collocates, the concordance lines in Figure 10 further illustrate 

what the news story, and this semantic prosody, was about. Line 27 shows that this law mainly 

concerned public bathrooms, which explains why second-degree collocates such as students 

and locker rooms appeared. Line 28 seems to illustrate one motivation for the law; that it would 

be dangerous to allow trans people access to whatever bathroom they want to use since they 

might commit assault. Finally, line 29 relays information about the law and what it requires. 

 The other major news story during the time period examined in the present study was 

President Trump’s attempt to ban trans people from serving in the U.S. Army. The collocates 

are presented in Table 6. 

 

Table 6. Collocates contributing to “trans people and the attempted military ban” (NF in 

brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail ban (3.27), bans (8.77), ranked (6.58), serve (17.54), serving 

(24.12), soldier (13.15) 

The Guardian ban (21.46), banning (2.93), comparison (2.93), enlist (3.9), 

personnel (2.93), serve (8.78), serving (11.7), troops (13.65) 

 

There is a significant overlap between the newspapers, with different forms of the words serve 

and ban appearing in both newspapers. However, there are also some collocates which are 

exclusive to each newspaper. For The Daily Mail, there are two such collocates: soldier and 

ranked. When looking at the expanded concordance lines (see examples 1 and 2 below) it can 

be seen that these two collocates sometimes appeared together, relating to the same news story. 

 

(1) Winterbourne - who started her career as a man – is the most highly ranked transgender 

soldier in the Army and the only one to become an officer (Boyle 2015) 

 

(2) In 2015, Captain Hannah Winterbourne became the Army's most highly ranked 

transgender soldier and the first to become an officer (Nicol 2017) 

 

Both of these concordance lines relate to the same news story, but they were published over 

two years apart. The first line was published on January 18, 2015, and the second one on 
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February 11, 2017. This suggests that high profile news stories about trans people seem to have 

a lot of staying power. Another example of this can be found in another concordance line for 

soldier. 

 

(3) Chelsea Manning, the transgender U.S. Army soldier responsible for a massive leak of 

classified information (Moon 2017) 

 

Chelsea Manning’s public coming out, which was the subject of Hackl et al.’s study (2016) 

occurred in 2013. That study focused on the two weeks following Chelsea Manning’s coming 

out statement. Example III is from an article published in 2017, five years later.  

 Whereas the collocates exclusive to The Daily Mail relate to individuals, the collocates 

exclusive to The Guardian instead relate to groups of people: personnel, troops, enlist. 

 

30 including his ban on transgender military personnel. It has described Trump as (G) 

31 announced in such fashion that transgender troops would no longer be allowed to serve (G) 

32 to stop allowing transgender people to enlist and to stop paying for gender reassignment (G) 

Figure 11. Sample of concordance lines for personnel (3), troops (14) and enlist (4) 

 

All three examples in Figure 11 seem to talk about the ban in a more general way, focusing on 

the consequences for the army as a whole. Lines 30–32 all concern what a ban of trans people 

in the military would entail. Line 32 also concerns another aspect of the news story, a financial 

one. The last collocate that only appeared in The Guardian was comparison. In itself, 

comparison is not directly related to the military at all. However, it was deemed to contribute 

to this semantic prosody when the concordance lines were consulted, as seen in Figure 12 

below. 

 

33 Transgender care cost in comparison with total Pentagon healthcare spending (G) 

34 Transgender care cost in comparison with a single F-35s fighter plane (G) 

35 Transgender care cost in comparison with a combat ship (G) 

Figure 12. All concordance lines for comparison 

 

All three times comparison collocates with transgender it is in order to compare the healthcare 

cost of transgender people with another expense for the military which seems to indicate, much 

like line 32, that there is an aspect of this news story that is concerned with money and spending. 
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4.2.3 Trans People and Crimes 

In this section two different semantic prosodies are discussed. Firstly, “trans people are victims” 

and secondly, “trans people are perpetrators of crimes”. 

 

Table 7. Collocates contributing to “trans people are victims” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail discriminated (6.58), intern (6.58), murdered (10.96), 

protections (17.54), slur (6.58) 

The Guardian Detroit (3.9), homicide (4.88), murdered (3.9), murders (5.85) 

 

The collocates in Table 7 show that there are two different types of crime that trans people are 

victims of, violent crimes and discriminatory crimes. The violent crimes are murders, as the 

collocates murdered, murders and homicide show. A sample of concordance lines in Figure 13 

shows that it is not necessarily a matter of reporting on specific murders or incidents, but rather 

the murder rate among trans people in general. 

 

36 Williamson as just one of the many transgender teens murdered in the U.S. this year (DM) 

37 The Human Rights Campaign report documented 21 transgender homicide victims so far in 2015 (G) 

38 the setting for a case involving yet another murdered trans woman of color (G) 

Figure 13. Sample of concordance lines for murdered (9) and homicide (5) 

 

In line 36 the victim is described as “one of the many”, in line 37 the number of murder victims 

“so far” is relayed and in line 38 the victim is “yet another murdered trans woman”. When a 

murder of a trans person occurs, it appears that the newspaper immediately talks about it in 

more general terms. Detroit was also determined to contribute to this semantic prosody because 

of the context it tended to appear in, as can be seen in example 4 from The Guardian below.  

 

(4) the death of a black transgender woman from Detroit who was fatally shot Saturday  

morning (Felton 2015) 

 

 Whereas collocates relating to murders of trans people appeared in both newspapers, a 

second category of crimes could be found in the collocates from The Daily Mail: discriminatory 

crimes. The collocates discriminated, protections, intern, and slur all appear in this context. 
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39 a Virginia case that a high school discriminated against a transgender teen by forbidding (DM) 

40 a proposal to grant non-discrimination protections for gay and transgender people (DM) 

41 discrimination targeting a transgender intern and defended the female (DM) 

42 The term ‘tranny’ has been used as a slur for transgender people (DM) 

Figure 15. Sample of concordance lines for discriminated (3), protections (8), intern (3), and 

slur (3) 

 

It seems that there are two different semantic prosodies at work here, where one is related to 

trans people as victims of violent crimes and the other is related to trans people as victims of 

discriminatory crimes. 

 Table 8 below seems to illustrate the opposing semantic prosody, that trans people are not 

victims, but perpetrators, of crimes. 

 

Table 8. Collocates contributing to “trans people are perpetrators of crimes” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail inmates (8.77), prisoners (10.96) 

The Guardian detainees (3.9), inmates (3.9), prisoners (12.68) 

 

 Inmates, prisoners, and detainees are all near synonyms and they all refer to incarcerated 

people. The sample of the concordance lines in Figure 16 seems to show that this semantic 

prosody, rather than actually portraying trans people as criminals, is about the well-being of 

incarcerated trans people. 

 

43 created a housing unit for transgender detainees in 2011 in Santa Ana, California (G) 

44 Nearly two-thirds of trans inmates report sexual assault (G) 

45 Five trans  inmates in male jails have killed themselves (DM) 

46 sufficiently address the needs of transgender prisoners. (DM) 

Figure 16. Sample of concordance lines for detainees (4), inmates (7) and prisoners (18) 

 

Lines 43–46 respectively address issues of housing units, sexual assault, suicide and special 

needs for incarcerated trans people. So while the collocates of this prosody might initially seem 

to be about trans people committing crimes the concordance lines show that these collocates 

might, in reality, overlap with or contribute to one of the discourses in 4.3.1 being “trans people 

have special needs” or even in some cases the discourse discussed previously in this section: 

“trans people are victims”. 
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4.3 Positive Semantic Prosodies 

Semantic prosodies that overall contribute to a positive image of trans people are discussed in 

this section. Firstly, the semantic prosodies “trans people are a community” and “the trans 

community is global” are presented in 4.3.1. Secondly, the semantic prosody “trans 

representation and/or visibility” is described (4.3.2) and the final section (4.3.3) looks at “trans 

rights” and “trans people have special needs”. 

  

4.3.1 Trans Community and a Global Perspective on Trans People 

Trans people are often grouped together, and talked about in more general terms. Table 9 shows 

collocates relating to the idea of there being a “trans community”. 

 

Table 9. Collocates contributing to “trans people are a community” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail community (155.66), growing (6.58) 

The Guardian cis (4.88) 

 

As for the most frequent collocate, community (from The Daily Mail) concordance lines 47 and 

48 in Figure 17 show that it is used mainly in positive discourse: 

 

47 she wants to give back to the trans community,” said Chase Strangio (DM) 

48 marks a turning point in how the transgender community will be treated by the media (DM) 

Figure 17. Sample of concordance lines to community (71) 

 

 The only collocate that contributes to this semantic prosody in The Guardian is cis. Cis 

or cis-gender is a relatively new word that originated in the 1990s and means the opposite of 

transgender. A cisgender person is a person whose gender identity and biological gender at 

birth have always corresponded (OED 2018). The reason it has been categorized as contributing 

to “trans people are a community” is because the concordance lines in Figure 18 suggest a 

community-like relationship between trans women and cis women. 

 

49 eliding the experiences of trans women and cis women are dismissed as bigoted ol’ bitches (G) 

50 with the International Women’s strike. Cis and trans women across the world can join hands (G) 

Figure 18. Sample of concordance lines to cis (5) 
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This seems to indicate that not only do trans people see themselves as a community, but trans 

women also feel like a part of a general female community. Consequently, even though cis 

means the opposite of trans, the usage seems to be positive towards trans people rather than 

negative. A reason for this could be that the term cis originated in the trans community, rather 

than outside it (Trans Media Watch 2015). It is a way of challenging the hegemonic discourse, 

where being cis-gender or heterosexual is not just seen as default or normal. 

 The collocate growing is an extension of the semantic prosody “trans people are a 

community” as seen in Figure 19. Rather than it being the trans community that is growing, 

concordance lines 51–53 below show that it is rather a matter of how the visibility or support 

for the trans community is growing. 

 

51 visibility for trans people is growing rapidly – most often young trans people feel (DM) 

52 there is growing public pressure for trans inmates to be allowed to serve their time (DM) 

53 TRANS activism is a  growing phenomenon and is to be welcomed and embraced (DM) 

Figure 19. All concordance lines for growing 

 

 The trans movement and trans community exist not only in Great Britain and the Western 

world but as Table 10 below shows, the trans movement and community is global: 

 

Table 10. Collocates contributing to “the trans movement is global” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail Thailand (8.77), Peru (8.77) 

The Guardian Colombia (5.85), Egypt (2.93) 

 

 Even though the newspapers in this study are British, and this study is mainly concerned 

with transgender representation in Britain, these collocates show that trans issues are a global 

issue and that there are trans people in many parts of the world. All of these countries are 

countries in which the trans rights movement has not come as far as it has in Britain, which is 

reflected in the concordance lines in Figure 20. 

 

54 life is much easier for trans men in Colombia than for trans women (G) 

55 attacks against LGBT people in Egypt has singled out transgender women (G) 

56 was started to help promote Thailand’s transgender community to the mainstream (DM) 

57 But they are transgender women of Peru, who are forced to live so completely outside of society (DM) 

Figure 20. Sample of concordance lines for Colombia (6), Egypt (3), Thailand (4) and Peru (4) 
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4.3.2 Trans Visibility and Representation 

Table 11 below presents collocates relating to the visibility and representation of trans people 

within different fields.  

 

Table 11. Collocates contributing to “trans visibility and representation” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail actress (6.58), athletes (6.58), character (6.58), contestant 

(13.15), featuring (6.58), pageant (6.58), pioneer (6.58), 

visibility (6.58)  

The Guardian casting (3.9), compete (2.93), narratives (2.93), protagonist 

(2.93), visibility (10.73) 

 

Firstly, there is almost no overlap between the newspapers. The only collocate that appears in 

both newspapers is visibility. However, some of the collocates are from the same domain, such 

as actress and character from The Daily Mail and casting and protagonist from The Guardian, 

which all concern the movie or television industry. Figure 21 shows a sample of concordance 

lines for these collocates: 

 

58 She is the first transsexual actress to be nominated for a Primetime Emmy (DM) 

59 break their tradition of casting trans actors in clichéd roles (G) 

60 called on casting directors to allow trans talent to take on trans roles (G) 

61 there was going to be an animated trans character, voiced by a trans actress (DM) 

62 To have a badass, openly trans character on network t.v. would have been awesome (DM) 

63 the first major shows with a transgender protagonist. (G) 

64 debut novel about a young, transgender protagonist who travels Nigeria to find his father (G) 

Figure 21. Sample of concordance lines for actress (3), casting (4), character (3) and 

protagonist (3) 

 

Apart from line 64 which is about a book rather than a movie, the collocates are about the movie 

or television industry. Even though there was little overlap between the collocates, there seems 

to be an overlap in topic between the newspapers. Moreover, the discourse is also positive 

towards trans people and talks about how trans people are breaking into this industry. 

Concordance line 58 and 63 talks about “the first” trans people in different senses. Concordance 

line 59 is about breaking traditions and line 62 uses the word “awesome” to describe trans 

representation. 

 There are also a number of collocates in this semantic prosody that seem either loosely 

connected or not connected at all: athletes, compete, contestant, featuring, pageant and pioneer. 
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While they are collocates belonging to a range of different domains, Figure 22 reveals that they 

all contribute to this discourse prosody in some sense. 

 

65 now the IOC allows transgender athletes to compete against women (DM) 

66 the first openly transgender swimmer to compete for an NCAA Division I program (G) 

67 BNTM's first ever transgender contestant a tattooed waitress and a Liverpudlian (DM) 

68 as well as a campaign  featuring a transgender male model (DM) 

69 which is the biggest transgender beauty  pageant in the world (DM) 

70 his latest role as transgender pioneer Lili Elbe in The Danish Girl (DM) 

Figure 22. Sample of concordance lines for athletes (3), compete (3), contestant (6), featuring 

(3), pageant (3) and pioneer (3). 

 

Lines 65 and 66 are both about trans athletes. Line 67 and 68 are both about trans models (the 

acronym BNTM stands for Britain’s Next Top Model). Line 69 is about a trans beauty pageant 

and line 70 is about a trans role in a movie. The common denominator for all of these collocates 

is that they show that trans people are represented in many different, various fields. Lines 65–

67 additionally show that trans people are breaking into new fields, by the use of words such as 

“now”, “first” and “first ever”. 

 The final two collocates are narratives and visibility, and a sample of concordances for 

these are given in Figure 23. 

 

71 Given the lack of positive trans narratives out there, she felt under pressure to present (G) 

72 are misunderstood and ridiculed, trans narratives have the potential to humanize us (G) 

73 Don't think for a moment that the current visibility of transgender people implies a recent emergence (G) 

74 welcomes the increased visibility for transgender people, even as he worries (G) 

75 bring increased awareness and visibility to the transgender community (DM) 

76 to helping increase transgender visibility across the board (DM) 

Figure 23. Sample of concordance lines for narratives (3) and visibility (14) 

 

Although these collocates are similar to the previous ones in this section in the sense that they 

also concern the representation and visibility of trans people within different fields, these 

collocates also seem to appear when this visibility and representation is problematized. In line 

71, a person feels “pressure” around trans narratives and in line 74 a person “worries”. Line 73 

points out that the increased visibility should not be misinterpreted as a recent emergence or 

increase of trans people. These concordance lines all imply, in different ways, that trans 

visibility and representation can be problematic, and that trans narratives and representation are 

not inherently good. However, even though these lines problematize representation, they are 
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also positive towards it as well. For example, line 72 says that “trans narratives have the 

potential to humanize”, and in line 74 the person who “worries” also “welcome” increased 

visibility. Lines 75 and 76 talk about increasing the awareness and visibility for trans people in 

general, using phrases such as “community” and “across the board”. 

 

4.3.3 Trans Rights and the Special Needs of Trans People 

I will begin this section by discussing the semantic prosody “trans rights” and then move on to 

“trans people have special needs”. 

 

Table 12. Collocates contributing to “trans rights” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Daily Mail activist (8.77), activists (6.58), advocate (6.58), advocates 

(8.77), allows (6.58), criticized (6.58), importance (6.58), 

issues (8.77), lobby (8.77), rights (98.66), surrounding (6.58), 

vocal (6.58) 

The Guardian affecting (2.93), allowing (9.75) 

 

As Table 12 shows, most collocates that contributes to this semantic prosody were found in The 

Daily Mail, and there is no overlap at all between the newspapers.  

 

77 Actress and famed transgender rights activist Alexis Arquette, who had reportedly (DM) 

78 Advocates of transgender rights, like the unidentified student above (DM) 

79 - legal issues, issues surrounding transgender persons (DM) 

Figure 24. Sample of concordance lines for rights (45), activist (10), advocates (4), issues (4) 

and surrounding (3) 

 

Figure 24 shows some examples of how some of the collocates are interrelated and how they 

appear together. Line 79 says that there are “legal issues (…) surrounding transgender persons”, 

which illustrates that not only is the trans movement concerned with the acceptance and support 

of the public, but also with laws and politics. Line 77 mentions “transgender rights activists” 

and line 78 talks about “advocates for transgender rights”. This further illustrates how the trans 

movement is still underway, and that people are actively fighting for more rights. 

 In his study, Baker (2014) separates some of the collocates that have been determined to 

contribute to this semantic prosody into two separate prosodies. Amongst others, he separates 

activist and rights, claiming that activist contributes to the prosody “gay people are politically 

militant”, which is negative, (2014: 117) whereas rights contributes to “gay people have or want 
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rights”, which is positive (2014: 119). However, because of the strong relationship between the 

two words in this study, I found them difficult to separate from each other. Certain collocates 

in this study might have more negative or “politically militant” connotations, such as criticized, 

lobby, and vocal whereas others might be more positive or neutral such as allows or importance. 

However, the sample of concordance lines in Figure 25 shows that there seems to be little 

difference between the contexts in which they are used. Concordance lines 80-84 below are all 

quite neutral in tone and concerned with the same topic, transgender rights. Therefore, these are 

classified as contributing to one and the same semantic prosody in the present study. 

 

80 approved a measure that  allows transgender people to legally change (DM) 

81  It has been  criticized by transgender representatives (DM) 

82 approval from the lesbian, gay,  

bisexual and transgender  lobby (DM) 

83 that does not teach the importance of gay or transgender rights will be ‘failing (DM) 

84 has been vocal around transgender rights along with her family (DM) 

Figure 25. Sample of concordance lines for allows (3), criticized (3), lobby (4), importance (3) 

and vocal (3) 

 

 There are only two collocates relating to this semantic prosody found in The Guardian: 

affecting and allowing. A sample of concordance lines are presented in Figure 26. 

 

85 many of the issues affecting the trans and intersex community have (G) 

86 forfeiting their right to enact legislation affecting trans lives (G) 

87 posts songs and talks about issues affecting the trans community (G) 

88  allowing transgender offenders to experience the system (G) 

89 the guidance by Barack Obama allowing transgender people to use the bathroom (G) 

90 directing the Pentagon to stop allowing transgender people to enlist (G) 

Figure 26. All collocates for affecting and a sample of concordance lines for allowing (10) 

 

Affecting seems to be concerned both with the issues that affect trans people (line 85 and 87) 

and with legislation that affects trans people (line 86). Allowing is also concerned with 

legislation, and appears in contexts that have already been discussed earlier. Line 88 is about 

trans people in prison (see 4.2.3) whereas line 89 and 90 is about the high profile news stories 

presented in 4.2.2: the bathroom bills and the attempted military ban. 

 The next semantic prosody, “trans people have special needs” is to some degree an 

extension of the previous semantic prosody. The collocates are presented in Table 13. 
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Table 13. Collocates contributing to “trans people have special needs” (NF in brackets) 

Newspaper Collocates 

The Guardian accommodate (3.9), Center (15.6), underwear (2.93) 

 

Whereas the previous semantic prosody, “trans rights”; was about the need for legislation or 

rights, this semantic prosody operates on a smaller scale, and is about the more specific needs 

trans people might have in specific situations. Accommodate was judged to contribute to this 

prosody when the concordance lines in Figure 27 were consulted. 

  

91 confusion and controversy over how schools should accommodate transgender students (G) 

92 will cease to require the nation’s schools to accommodate transgender students and employers (G) 

93 Eton has not yet been required to accommodate a transgender pupil (G) 

94 restrooms and other facilities, as long as they also accommodate transgender people. (G) 

Figure 27. All concordance lines for accommodate 

 

Concordance lines 91-93 are concerned with how schools work to accommodate transgender 

students, whereas line 94 is concerned with bathrooms and probably more closely related to the 

story of the bathroom bills in 4.2.2.  

 The next collocate, Center, in itself implies that trans people have special needs since the 

function of a center is often to help vulnerable groups of people or people with special needs. 

It is worth noting that, like color, this collocate appears with the American spelling, rather than 

as British “centre” even though the newspapers are British. This suggests that the provision for 

trans people is more predominant in the US and that such centers are more common there. The 

collocate also always appears with a capital ‘C’, indicating that the word appears as part of a 

name. 

 The final collocate, underwear, only appeared in connection with one specific news story 

during one day about an underwear company with trans people as its target audience. 

 

5. Discussion 

The aim of this study was to explore what semantic prosodies exist surrounding trans people in 

two British newspapers. Due to the exploratory nature of the study, no hypothesis was 

formulated. The more specific research questions that I attempted to answer in this study were: 

1. What are the most common collocates of trans, transgender(s) and transsexual(s)? 

2. How are these collocates interrelated? 
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3. What semantic prosodies do these collocates reflect? 

4. Are there any differences between the newspapers’ representation of trans people? 

5. Do the different semantic prosodies form one united image or are there contradictory 

semantic prosodies? 

The first three research questions are answered in the results section, however, I will attempt to 

answer question 4 and 5 in this section, as well as highlighting and contextualizing key findings 

that were not explicitly addressed in the research questions in 5.3 and 5.4. I will start by 

answering question 4 in 5.1, and then move on to attempt to answer question 5 in 5.2. In 5.3, 

the pervasiveness of certain semantic prosodies will be discussed, and in section the staying 

power of dominant news stories will be addressed in 5.4. 

 

5.1 Differences and Similarities between Newspapers 

Overall, there was a large overlap of collocates between the two newspapers. Out of the 60 

collocates from each newspaper, almost a third of them (17) were the same collocates. An even 

bigger overlap can be seen if the different word forms of collocates are taken into account. For 

example, ban appeared in both newspapers as an exact match, whereas banning only appeared 

in The Guardian and bans only appeared in The Daily Mail. Furthermore, even when there was 

little or no overlap between collocates there was sometimes an overlap in topic. Such an overlap 

was shown in 4.3.2, where actress and character appeared in The Daily Mail and casting and 

protagonist appeared in The Guardian. Even though the collocates are different, they relate to 

the same topic. 

 However, some differences were found between the newspapers. The semantic prosodies 

about trans people’s bodies (4.1.2), the linking of trans people to other minorities (4.2.1) and 

the special needs of trans people (4.3.3) were only found in The Guardian. This does not 

necessarily mean that these semantic prosodies are absent from The Daily Mail, but rather that 

they are not as prevalent. No prosodies were found that were exclusive to The Daily Mail, but 

12 collocates contributing to the semantic prosody of trans rights (4.3.3) were found in The 

Daily Mail compared to 2 found in The Guardian. This is somewhat surprising since The 

Guardian is, in general, regarded as a more serious newspaper than The Daily Mail, and this is 

one of the more serious semantic prosodies. It is also one of the prosodies which are more 

positive towards trans people, and thus, it is additionally surprising that it is more prevalent in 

a conservative newspaper such as The Daily Mail, in comparison to a centre-left newspaper 

such as The Guardian. Conservative politics and news sources tend to be more hesitant towards 
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trans people in general. However, there is not enough data in this study to draw any firm 

conclusions from these specific findings. Further studies are needed in order to confirm the 

absence or underrepresentation of the semantic prosody relating to trans rights in The Guardian. 

 

5.2 The Problematic Nature of Trans Reporting 

Question 5 is concerned with the consistency of trans reporting, and whether there are 

contradictory representations of trans people in the newspapers. As the the results secion 

reveals, it was possible to identify both positive and negative semantic prosodies in both 

newspapers, as well as prosodies that were not clearly positive or negative, but problematic. 

When attempting to categorize the semantic prosodies as either positive or negative it became 

clear that this is not as easy as it sounds. This is partly due to the fact that the prosodies are 

“interlinked, contributing to an overall picture” (Baker 2014: 124) rather than being separate 

entities. Another contributing factor could be the newness of the subject (in newspaper 

discourse). At the time of Baker’s study on gay men (2014), the gay movement had already 

come a long way. There were already established norms on how to talk about gay people and 

most people understood what being gay meant. As for trans people, the trans rights movement 

is still underway, and there are still many people who do not know what being transgender 

means. Consequently, there are not as many rules and/or norms for how to talk about trans 

people, which means that it is more difficult to categorize the semantic prosodies, particularly 

when limited material is being considered, as in the present study. The conclusion is that there 

is not one united image of trans people within news reporting, but rather a number of different 

and sometimes competing representations. 

 A possible reason for this, as well as a factor which made categorizing the material into 

positives and negatives hard, is that the guidelines provided by the Trans Media Watch (2015) 

are mostly concerned with what not to do. This made it easy to determine which semantic 

prosodies were negative since these explicitly challenged or broke the guidelines. As for how 

to positively represent trans people, there are mostly guidelines on vocabulary, pronoun use, 

and vague statements calling for newspapers to “take particular care” and use “sensitive” 

language. Whereas the advice on what to avoid is very clear and objective, the advice on what 

to do is instead subjective and open to interpretation. Solomon and Kurtz-Costes (2017) found 

that it was easier to influence people’s opinions about trans people to the negative, and that 

sometimes only one negative experience was enough to shift a person’s opinion about trans 

people. Therefore, it makes sense for the style guide to mostly focus on how to avoid negative 

reporting. However, in order to fully achieve good, consistent and positive reporting there need 
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to be guidelines for how to do this as well. This vagueness of the guidelines suggests that trans 

reporting is still in its formative years and that while there is a dominant consensus on what 

constitutes bad reporting, there is not yet a dominant consensus on what constitutes good 

reporting. 

 

5.3 Pervasive Semantic Prosodies 

In his study, Baker (2014) found that the semantic prosodies were hard to tease out from each 

other and that two or more semantic prosodies could occur at the same time. He says that this 

type of frequent co-occurrence can result in them reinforcing or invoking each other “due to the 

fact that in other articles, readers have encountered both discourses occurring in tandem” (2014: 

124). This is closely related to Hoey’s (2005) theory of priming (see 2.4). Throughout the 

present study, there are several examples of overlapping semantic prosodies. Moreover, two of 

the semantic prosodies seem to be more pervasive than others as they appear in many different 

contexts: “trans people and other sexual preferences/gender identities” (see 4.2.1) and “trans 

people are victims” (see 4.2.3).  

 The semantic prosody that links trans people to other sexual preferences/gender identities 

occurs together with the semantic prosodies of trans people and crimes (see 4.2.3) and trans 

rights (see 4.3.3). These are prosodies that relate to issues where trans people might have a 

shared experience with other minority groups, and Baker claims that the grouping together or 

listing of minority identities is indeed a strategy used by newspapers in order to show awareness 

of the fact that these groups experience similar issues (2014: 119). Many topics and vocabulary 

are shared between transgender people and homosexual people, which can be seen when 

comparing the results of this study to Baker’s (2014) study. An example of collocates that were 

found in both studies are discriminate, murder, openly, affair, community, activist, lobby. 

 While inclusion strategies might be one explanation for the pervasiveness of this prosody 

throughout different contexts, the LGBT acronym could be another. From a lexical priming 

perspective, the frequent co-occurrence of these words (lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans) might 

have influenced the connotations of the words themselves. This might explain why being trans 

is sometimes misinterpreted as a sexual preference rather than a gender identity. Trans has 

become embedded with the meanings of lesbian, gay and bisexual (which are all sexual 

preferences) due to their co-occurrence. 

 Another pervasive prosody that could be seen overlapping with several others is “trans 

people are victims” (see 4.2.2 and 4.3.3). This prosody was found to often be generalizing, and 

instead of just talking about a single trans person it talked about trans people as a group. 
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Expressions such as “one of the many”, “yet another one”, and “all the transgender murder 

victims” moved the focus from the person in the news story to a broader perspective of the 

victimization of trans people. Van Dijk (2008: 46) says that it is common for news media to use 

these types of expressions to legitimize people’s existing opinions and strengthen the idea of 

positive self-representation and negative other-representation. In colloquial terms, this means 

that these expressions strengthen the “us vs them”-feeling of the readers. This semantic prosody 

confirms the idea that trans people are more often the victims of crime, which is negative other-

representation. It also strengthens the positive self-representation of cis-gender people since it 

makes them feel safe and secure since they are not as likely to become victims of crime. 

 

5.4 Influence and Staying Power of Dominant News Stories 

Hackl et al. (2016: 482) found that big news stories concerning trans people have the ability to 

take over discourse and increase visibility for trans people overall. The two dominant news 

stories found in this study about the bathroom bills and the attempted military ban (see 4.2.2) 

somewhat confirm this. Even though the stories concerned trans people in America, they were 

thoroughly covered by the British press as well. This suggests that these stories increased the 

visibility of trans people even outside their own country. However, something that Hackl et al. 

(2016) did not investigate or discuss was the staying power of these stories. Their study was 

limited to the two-week period after the story of Chelsea Manning broke in 2013. The present 

study shows that Chelsea Manning is still mentioned in 2017, four years later. Furthermore, the 

same staying power could be seen when looking at a story about Captain Hannah Winterbourne 

(see 4.2.2), where two articles about her were published over two years apart. This seems to 

show that not only do stories about trans people increase the visibility of trans people short-

term, they also have great staying power. This indicates that the way news media report on high 

profile news stories concerning trans people has the possibility to influence the discourse 

around trans people for years, especially considering the idea that trans reporting is still in its 

formative years. 

 

6. Summary and Conclusion 

This study aimed to explore and map what semantic prosodies exist around transgender people 

in The Daily Mail and The Guardian during 2015–2017. It mostly follows a theoretical 

framework developed in earlier studies (Baker et al. 2008; Baker 2014; Boeva 2015; Al Farji 

2017) where collocation and concordance lines are used in order to identify semantic prosodies. 
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This study also supplements previous methods with second-order collocates, collocational 

networks, media style guides, and dictionaries. 

 The results showed that many different semantic prosodies co-exist at the moment, and 

the prosodies were categorized as either negative, problematic or positive. The negative 

prosodies break the guidelines provided by the Trans Media Watch (2015) by either 

sensationalizing trans reporting or focusing on trans peoples bodies and/or transition. The 

problematic prosodies are the victimization of trans people, the dominance of certain news 

stories and the connection between trans people and other minority groups. Finally, the positive 

prosodies focus on the trans community, trans visibility and representation, and trans rights. 

Whereas the style guide provided by the Trans Media Watch (2015) proved helpful when 

identifying negative prosodies, there was little advice on how to represent trans people 

accurately, making it harder to determine which prosodies were actually positive and which 

were problematic. 

 In line with methodologically similar research, collocations helped focus the study, but 

it proved difficult to fully tell the prosodies apart (Baker 2014). There was an overlap between 

prosodies, and two of them (trans people and other sexual preferences/gender identities and 

trans people are victims) proved to be more pervasive, appearing in a number of contexts. 

During the 2015–2017 two dominant news stories were present (the bathroom bills and 

attempted military ban). These news stories were global and seemed to have great staying 

power. 

 Overall, due to the topic’s recent emergence into mass media discourse and the public 

eye, trans reporting is still in its formative years. Whereas this study can only provide a snap-

shot of the data considered, it helps map out semantic prosodies for further research. At this 

point in time, studies on trans reporting need to be exploratory, as the trans movement is still in 

motion. As for future research, studies with wider scopes than the present one are needed in 

order to further examine the suggestions made in this one. Since the topic of trans people is 

highly politicized, it is important to use methods which allows researchers to look at non-

linguistic factors as well as linguistic ones (such as CDA). Furthermore, since this study is 

synchronic, new data will be needed in order to keep research on trans people up to date. 

Newspapers today are forming the discourse of the future and there needs to be a consensus on 

how to accurately represent trans people. This means conducting and consulting research, 

creating more exhaustive style guides for the media, and listening to the trans community. 
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Appendix 1. Complete List of Collocates 

Table 1 and 2 show the full data-sets used in the present study from The Daily Mail and The 

Guardian respectively. NF stands for Normalized Frequency and these results are normalized 

to frequency per million words. MI stands for MI-score.  

 

Table 1. Data from The Daily Mail sorted by MI score (from high to low) 

Semantic Prosody/Preference Search Word Collocate NF MI 

scandalous transsexual AFFAIR 6.58 7,94 

inclusion transsexual BISEXUAL 6.58 7,11 

inclusion trans NON-BINARY 8.77 6,97 

perpetrators trans INMATES 8.77 6,41 

inclusion transsexual LESBIAN 6.58 5,9 

victims transgender INTERN 6.58 5,85 

victims transgender SLUR 6.58 5,44 

inclusion transgender BISEXUAL 114 5,4 

people transgender PERSONS 15.35 5,34 

visibility transsexual ACTRESS 6.58 5,26 

inclusion transgender INTERSEX 8.77 5,05 

military transgender BANS 8.77 5,05 

perpetrators transgender PRISONERS 10.96 5,01 

victims transgender PROTECTIONS 17.54 4,68 

visibility transgender PIONEER 6.58 4,68 

visibility transgender CONTESTANT 13.15 4,66 

victims transgender DISCRIMINATED 6.58 4,63 

trans rights transgender ADVOCATES 8.77 4,59 

trans rights trans ACTIVIST 8.77 4,48 

people transgender INDIVIDUALS 32.89 4,37 

age transgender 17-YEAR-OLD 10.96 4,27 

trans community trans COMMUNITY 37.27 4,25 

visibility transgender VISIBILITY 6.58 4,12 

military trans BAN 8.77 4,11 

bathrooms transgender BATHROOMS 10.96 4,1 

trans children transgender TEEN 21.92 4,09 

trans rights transgender IMPORTANCE 6.58 4,05 

military transgender RANKED 6.58 3,98 

military transgender SOLDIER 13.15 3,96 

military transgender BAN 37.27 3,94 

trans issues are global transgender THAILAND 8.77 3,85 

trans rights transgender CRITICIZED 6.58 3,85 

visibility trans CHARACTER 6.58 3,81 

trans rights trans ACTIVISTS 6.58 3,79 

trans community trans GROWING 6.58 3,74 
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scandalous transgender OPENLY 28.5 3,7 

trans women transsexual WOMAN 6.58 3,68 

trans rights trans ISSUES 8.77 3,63 

trans rights transgender LOBBY 8.77 3,61 

inclusion transsexual GAY 6.58 3,6 

trans community transgender COMMUNITY 118.39 3,58 

inclusion trans BISEXUAL 6.58 3,55 

trans rights transgender SURROUNDING 6.58 3,53 

visibility transgender ATHLETES 6.58 3,53 

victims transgender MURDERED 10.96 3,48 

trans rights transgender ALLOWS 6.58 3,46 

military transgender SERVE 17.54 3,43 

trans rights transgender ADVOCATE 6.58 3,39 

military transgender SERVING  24.12 3,34 

trans children transgender STUDENT 48.23 3,31 

inclusion transgender GAYS 6.58 3,27 

visibility transgender PAGEANT 6.58 3,27 

trans rights transgender ACTIVIST 21.92 3,22 

inclusion transgender GAY 168.82 3,2 

trans rights transgender VOCAL 6.58 3,19 

visibility transgender FEATURING 6.58 3,19 

scandalous transgender ACCEPT 13.15 3,18 

focus on bodies/transition trans FACT 6.58 3,15 

trans rights transgender RIGHTS 98.66 3,13 

trans issues are global transgender PERU 8.77 3,1 

 

Table 2. Data from The Guardian sorted by MI score (from high to low) 

Semantic Prosody/Preference Search Word Collocate NF MI 

focus on bodies/transition transgender FEMALE-TO-MALE 2.93 6,71 

inclusion transgender BISEXUAL 81.92 5,73 

military transgender ENLIST 3.9 5,71 

inclusion trans BI 5.85 5,6 

military transgender TROOPS 13.65 5,47 

inclusion transgender NON-CONFORMING 4.88 5,33 

age trans 19-YEAR-OLD 2.93 5,18 

people trans FOLK 3.9 5,16 

visibility trans VISIBILITY 10.73 5,13 

victims transgender HOMICIDE 4.88 5,03 

inclusion trans INTERSEX 17.56 5,02 

perpetrators transgender PRISONERS 12.68 4,95 

people transgender PERSONS 2.93 4,83 

inclusion trans NON-BINARY 8.78 4,81 

perpetrators transgender DETAINEES 3.9 4,71 

trans community trans CIS 4.88 4,6 



 

42 

 

trans issues are global trans COLOMBIA 5.85 4,6 

bathrooms transgender BATHROOMS 14.63 4,56 

military transgender SERVING 11.7 4,54 

trans people have special needs transgender ACCOMMODATE 3.9 4,54 

people transgender INDIVIDUALS 30.23 4,52 

victims trans MURDERS 5.85 4,52 

visibility transgender PROTAGONIST 2.93 4,38 

inclusion transgender INTERSEX 13.65 4,36 

bathrooms transgender REQUIRING 4.88 4,27 

intersectional trans COLOR 16.58 4,27 

trans people have special needs trans UNDERWEAR 2.93 4,26 

visibility trans NARRATIVES 2.93 4,26 

trans people have special needs transgender CENTER 15.6 4,25 

inclusion transgender NON-BINARY 6.83 4,23 

intersectional trans DISABLED 3.9 4,16 

trans rights transgender ALLOWING 9.75 4,1 

victims transgender MURDERS 5.85 4,08 

military transgender BAN 21.46 4,05 

perpetrators trans PRISONERS 5.85 4,05 

trans rights trans AFFECTING 2.93 3,98 

perpetrators transgender INMATES 3.9 3,9 

inclusion trans BISEXUAL 17.56 3,88 

military transgender COMPARISON 2.93 3,83 

military transgender PERSONNEL 2.93 3,83 

visibility trans CASTING 3.9 3,83 

victims transgender DETROIT 3.9 3,8 

military transgender SERVE 8.78 3,75 

people trans FOLKS 3.9 3,71 

scandalous transgender EMBRACED 2.93 3,71 

perpetrators trans INMATES 2.93 3,7 

trans women trans WOMAN 67.29 3,66 

victims transgender MURDERED 3.9 3,64 

focus on bodies/transition trans IDENTIFYING 2.93 3,6 

trans children trans PUPILS 3.9 3,6 

bathrooms transgender REQUIRES 3.9 3,58 

trans children transgender TEEN 4.88 3,57 

intersectional transgender COLOR 11.7 3,55 

military transgender BANNING 2.93 3,54 

scandalous transgender OPENLY 8.78 3,54 

trans issues are global transgender EGYPT 2.93 3,54 

military trans SERVING 3.9 3,49 

focus on bodies/transition transgender TRANSITIONED 2.93 3,48 

visibility transgender COMPETE 2.93 3,48 

inclusion transgender LESBIANS 5.85 3,46 



 

43 

 

Appendix 2. Complete List of Texts 

 

Table 1.Texts included in The Daily Mail corpus 

No. Publishing Date Title 

1 15-01-03 Suicide note of transgender Leelah Alcorn is DELET.... 

2 15-01-10 Queen's guards rocked by complaint of gay soldier .... 

3 15-01-12 Ken Morley thrown out of Celebrity Big Brother hou.... 

4 15-01-18 British Army's first transgender officer says she .... 

5 15-01-21 The 14 ingredients in McDonald's FRIES 

6 15-01-23 BEL MOONEY: My oldest friends are shunning me beca.... 

7 15-01-27 19 Kids and Counting's Jim Bob and Michelle Duggar.... 

8 15-02-03 QUENTIN LETTS: This sketch was written under the r.... 

9 15-02-17 Mary Beard trolled by transgender activists on Twi.... 

10 15-02-19 EVERY dress worn by Oscars best actress winners si.... 

11 15-02-25 The fats that you SHOULD be eating and the ones yo.... 

12 15-02-26 'Michelangelo of butt injections' who killed break.... 

13 15-02-26 Eddie Redmayne's first picture as transgender Eina.... 

14 15-02-26 Extraordinary Lili Elbe, who Eddie Redmayne is set.... 

15 15-02-26 Jihadi John's old university was a 'hotbed of radi.... 

16 15-02-27 Brady Bunch's Barry Williams accused of abandoning.... 

17 15-03-02 Fraudster conned Wandsworth prison guards into let.... 

18 15-03-06 'Michelangelo of butt injections' wraps up nearly .... 

19 15-03-08 Transgender woman at center of claims Planet Fitne.... 

20 15-03-09 North Yorkshire couple put collection of over 2000.... 

21 15-03-17 Kendra Wilkinson admits she can't watch old episod.... 

22 15-03-28 Neil Moore jailed for fraud tricks his way out of .... 

23 15-04-08 How can a child of three need transgender counsell.... 

24 15-04-08 Origins of Russian fireball found: Scientists say .... 

25 15-04-14 Transgender toxic tush victim Rajee Narinesingh sh.... 

26 15-04-15 Choose frozen veg over canned, full-fat milk inste.... 

27 15-04-17 Judge who leaked private details of Charlize Thero.... 

28 15-04-21 Parents of five-year-old transgender boy Jacob Lem.... 

29 15-04-24 Bruce Jenner attacked by Wendy Williams ahead of D.... 

30 15-04-24 Transgender woman stripped, shaved and 'pulverized.... 

31 15-04-25 ABC insider claims Kris Jenner is LYING over Bruce.... 

32 15-04-26 PETER McKAY: Warped logic of trying to brainwash t.... 

33 15-05-05 KardBlock browser extension lets you block all men.... 

34 15-05-14 Big Brother's most shocking moments over course of.... 

35 15-05-24 Americans grossly overestimate the size of the US .... 

36 15-06-02 How Rob Kardashian reacted when Kim sent stepdad C.... 

37 15-06-04 ESPN's decision to award Caitlyn Jenner ESPY coura.... 

38 15-06-10 Caitlyn 'Bruce' Jenner isn't 'deserving' of ESPN a.... 

39 15-06-10 Peanuts 'slash risk of cancer, dementia, heart att.... 

40 15-06-11 Laverne Cox shines as Statue of Liberty on LGBT is.... 

41 15-06-15 As Kate Middleton shows off super-slim post-pregna.... 

42 15-06-26 Caitlyn Jenner embraces Kylie in new clip of I Am .... 

43 15-06-27 Belgian doctors give healthy woman green light to .... 

44 15-06-29 Bar Refaeli talks about wanting lots of children w.... 

45 15-07-02 Transgender students can use bathroom of their gen.... 

46 15-07-06 Inside the TWA terminal at JFK built in 1962 that .... 

47 15-07-13 Caitlyn Jenner shares being part of the transgende.... 

48 15-07-14 Andy Cohen apologizes after calling Amandla Stenbe.... 

49 15-07-16 Caitlyn Jenner's ESPY supporting cast from Kendall.... 

50 15-07-16 Master of the Hunt, 54, has cut-price gender reass.... 

51 15-07-16 Transgender Jazz Jennings shares details of her st.... 

52 15-07-17 Jennifer Lopez hugs man on set of Shades Of Blue a.... 

53 15-07-19 Caitlyn Jenner leaves The Abbey in West Hollywood .... 

54 15-07-20 Transgender reporter Zoey Tur accused of battery a.... 

55 15-07-20 Vogue names Caitlyn Jenner one of its best dressed.... 

56 15-07-28 Latin Kings gang member Joshua Vallum accused of m.... 

57 15-08-01 Caitlyn Jenner under fire from transgender friends.... 
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58 15-08-02 Ambassador Ted Osius has become faces of Vietnam's.... 

59 15-08-08 Transgender Jazz Jennings knew she was a girl born.... 

60 15-08-17 Japanese artist Megumi Igarashi makes quirky sculp.... 

61 15-08-17 Transgender model Amiyah Scott joining Real Housew.... 

62 15-08-25 ISIS have killed 'at least' 30 people for being ga.... 

63 15-08-28 Caitlyn Jenner 'to be sued for $18.5 million by vi.... 

64 15-09-08 PrEP HIV drug 'PREVENTS the virus developing in 10.... 

65 15-09-10 Channel 4's Hunted reviewed by Christopher Stevens.... 

66 15-09-14 Caitlyn Jenner supports gay marriage after standof.... 

67 15-09-14 Parents of larger families are happier and more sa.... 

68 15-09-17 Pope Francis' White House visit includes opponents.... 

69 15-09-20 BBC's Dr Who was a heap of witless tosh writes CHR.... 

70 15-09-24 The Secrets Rules of Modern Living and Boy Meets G.... 

71 15-10-02 Oak Park High School students march in support of .... 

72 15-10-05 Transgender six-year-old's father on family's batt.... 

73 15-10-07 Stepchildren of Kim Howe killed in Caitlyn Jenner .... 

74 15-10-08 Caitlyn Jenner to be 'honored as Glamour magazine'.... 

75 15-10-12 Philadelphia man charged with ' murder of transgen.... 

76 15-10-13 C4's Girls To Men's transgender stars share pictur.... 

77 15-10-15 Khloe Kardashian hits back at Dennis Hof of brothe.... 

78 15-10-17 Annie Teriba accused of 'rape' by Oxford Universit.... 

79 15-10-18 Caitlyn Jenner goes to the cinema as the Kardashia.... 

80 15-10-19 Katherine Heigl coos over a pair of cute pooches a.... 

81 15-10-19 Stephen Port's parents tell of their shock as thei.... 

82 15-10-24 Prostitution in Papua New Guinea where TWO THIRDS .... 

83 15-10-27 Lily Garcia laid to rest among 100s of mourners a .... 

84 15-10-28 Krzystof Charamsa attacks the Vatican after coming.... 

85 15-10-28 SEBASTIAN SHAKESPEARE: Paris Hilton, the intellect.... 

86 15-10-30 Now Erica Jong to shatter another taboo in new boo.... 

87 15-10-30 Quiet dignity of Marines shames the riot rabble, A.... 

88 15-10-31 Forget 39 types of gentleman just give me one ramp.... 

89 15-11-03 The Latest: Mayor laments rejection of equal right.... 

90 15-11-06 Space travel and lack of gravity mess with astrona.... 

91 15-11-06 Trixie Maristela crowned winner of world's biggest.... 

92 15-11-08 The Facts of Life's Kim Fields on joining the cast.... 

93 15-11-09 Caitlyn Jenner is Transgender Champion at Glamour .... 

94 15-11-09 Jennifer Hudson in embellished silver gown at Glam.... 

95 15-11-11 Caitlyn Jenner looks leggy in mini dress ahead of .... 

96 15-11-15 9/11 hero's husband returns his wife's award after.... 

97 15-11-16 The Real Housewives Of Atlanta's Porsha Williams i.... 

98 15-11-17 Charlie Sheen faces lawsuits after HIV positive re.... 

99 15-11-17 Thinx video debuts transgender man on his embarras.... 

100 15-11-20 Rose McGowan shaves her head in a series of bold s.... 

101 15-11-24 We can't just keep throwing money at the black hol.... 

102 15-11-28 Elementary school cancels reading of I Am Jazz aft.... 

103 15-12-01 Ted Cruz says 'the overwhelming majority of violen.... 

104 15-12-03 Pantone names TWO colors of the year for the first.... 

105 15-12-03 The most searched for internet terms of 2015 in th.... 

106 15-12-05 Tyson Fury should be dropped from BBC Sports Perso.... 

107 15-12-06 Kerry McFadyen's daughter is Britain's youngest ca.... 

108 15-12-07 Time magazine releases the eight finalists for 201.... 

109 15-12-08 Care of transgender prisoners in England and Wales.... 

110 15-12-10 Jake Graf's video sees transgender men give VERY h.... 

111 15-12-10 Rotherham care home girls were 'repeatedly raped b.... 

112 15-12-11 Scientists say there may be a mega-planet SUPER EA.... 

113 15-12-11 Synestra De Courcy died of drug overdose days befo.... 

114 15-12-14 Melbourne's back garden: Dodging storms, and a few.... 

115 15-12-16 BBC Sports Personality of the Year is a noisy page.... 

116 15-12-17 Kendra Wilkinson had sex with husband Hank Baskett.... 

117 15-12-18 Bullied by teachers, many LGBT Cambodians drop out.... 

118 15-12-18 Eddie Redmayne and the glorification of those born.... 

119 15-12-21 Transgender man who knew from the age of five that.... 

120 15-12-23 Bodies of 6 US soldiers killed in Bagram suicide b.... 

121 15-12-27 Tijuana's rampant prostitution and unprotected sex.... 
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122 15-12-30 Caitlyn Jenner and Eddie Redmayne 'to meet' after .... 

123 15-12-30 Reality TV hows have shed millions of viewers as t.... 

124 16-01-01 11-year-old is youngest victim of revenge porn, Fr.... 

125 16-01-02 Burt Reynolds' memoirs of a Hollywood macho man 

126 16-01-06 Fulvia Pellegrino spends £52k on 4 boob jobs, 2 ro.... 

127 16-01-06 Killings of human rights defenders rise, LatAm far.... 

128 16-01-07 Jeremy Corbyn's NUS supporter Shelly Asquith oppos.... 

129 16-01-08 The struggle of Peru's transwomen who sell their b.... 

130 16-01-08 Transgender rapist is sent to male prison after be.... 

131 16-01-09 CoE liberals pile pressure on Archbishop to stop t.... 

132 16-01-11 Qatar bans Eddie Redmayne film The Danish Girl bec.... 

133 16-01-13 Miss Tiffany's Universe 2016 full of women who wer.... 

134 16-01-14 Leonardo DiCaprio and The Revenant lead the Oscars.... 

135 16-01-17 Hundreds of women gather at 'free the nipple' picn.... 

136 16-01-28 Transgender teen, 17, who was beaten and tormented.... 

137 16-01-31 Leicester are already champions of sticking it to .... 

138 16-02-09 Transgender ex-soldier who joined the army to be '.... 

139 16-02-12 California freshman is uncomfortable changing in f.... 

140 16-02-14 BAFTA 2016 red carpet sees A-list glamour in elega.... 

141 16-02-14 BAFTAs sees Game Of Thrones' Emilia Clarke n a plu.... 

142 16-02-14 Kate Winslet wins Best Supporting Actress at the B.... 

143 16-02-17 BBC'sHappy Valley loses 300k viewers amid complain.... 

144 16-02-21 Movie industry of being a 'straight, white, boy's .... 

145 16-02-25 Gay man taking daily HIV prevention pills contract.... 

146 16-02-26 50 Cent shares 'butt art' of ex Chelsea Handler on.... 

147 16-03-02 Reverend son of famed televangelist Billy Graham c.... 

148 16-03-07 New York gives transgenders free use of toilets 

149 16-03-07 NYC to allow a person of ANY gender to choose whet.... 

150 16-03-11 Israel raids Palestinian TV station accused over u.... 

151 16-03-14 Gang member charged with murder of transgender Mer.... 

152 16-03-15 The secret lives of Brazil's sex workers 

153 16-03-16 Parents pull children out of primary school in out.... 

154 16-03-18 Foes of Charlotte gender ordinance call for specia.... 

155 16-03-19 Breasts make my golf better! Caitlyn Jenner reveal.... 

156 16-03-20 Head of top girls' school blames health and safety.... 

157 16-03-23 Bachelorette star Ali Fedotowsky reveals the sex o.... 

158 16-03-24 Denise Welch joins EastEnders as a member of the S.... 

159 16-03-24 Lawmakers withdraw proposal on business nondiscrim.... 

160 16-03-25 Stunning drone photographs reveal how wild fires a.... 

161 16-03-28 The Latest: Group says debate shows lack of LGBT p.... 

162 16-04-02 'Call me old-fashioned but I tend to think of peop.... 

163 16-04-04 Groups rally to call for veto of religious objecti.... 

164 16-04-08 Springsteen cancels show because of North Carolina.... 

165 16-04-09 LIZ JONES: People who called Gap racist? They're a.... 

166 16-04-11 Gender identity clinic for the young sees number o.... 

167 16-04-14 Ruby Rose shows off dyed hair on xXx: Return Of Xa.... 

168 16-04-19 Capital of conservative Utah will name street for .... 

169 16-04-19 North Carolina business leaders demand repeal of t.... 

170 16-04-22 Obama presses for repeal of anti-transgender, anti.... 

171 16-04-23 Ruby Rose shares coffee break with Nina Dobrev on .... 

172 16-04-25 Teen claims he was kicked out of Ted Cruz campaign.... 

173 16-04-25 Thai police warn gangs of 'ladyboys' are targeting.... 

174 16-04-26 Caitlyn Jenner makes a glamorous arrival in off th.... 

175 16-04-26 Trump looks set to sweep all five northeastern sta.... 

176 16-04-27 Remarkable photos of Kings Cross in its heyday by .... 

177 16-05-02 Education secretary calls for repeal of 2 transgen.... 

178 16-05-04 Illinois families sue over transgender access to l.... 

179 16-05-10 Cruz campaign rallies supporters to take control o.... 

180 16-05-13 GM stops sale of SUVS; mileage on window stickers .... 

181 16-05-14 Andreja Pejic shows off toned midriff in chic ense.... 

182 16-05-16 'Mama Oprah' celebrates first group of her African.... 

183 16-05-24 EPHRAIM HARDCASTLE: David Cameron's giving his for.... 

184 16-05-24 Sam Neill says turning down Priscilla Queen Of The.... 

185 16-05-31 Break it down! Chef and shoe fanatic posts drool-w.... 
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186 16-06-02 RICHARD LITTLEJOHN says the closure of 1800 public.... 

187 16-06-06 Kinky Boots cast including performs song in suppor.... 

188 16-06-12 Pictured: First victims of the Orlando massacre ar.... 

189 16-06-13 Thousands attend vigils around US for Orlando vict.... 

190 16-06-13 World unites in tribute to victims of the Orlando .... 

191 16-06-15 Donald Trump hammers Hillary Clinton for taking Mu.... 

192 16-06-15 Tory councillor blasts UK vigil for victims of Orl.... 

193 16-06-19 Blood test may give five-year warning of a heart a.... 

194 16-06-21 Plus-size model Tess Holliday cradles her newborn .... 

195 16-06-23 JAN MOIR: Jacko and the awful corrupting power of .... 

196 16-06-23 Transgender man, 34, from Utah named PETA's Sexies.... 

197 16-06-24 Delhi University's transgender students narrate ta.... 

198 16-06-29 Louis Tomlinson 'plans to seek joint custody of ba.... 

199 16-06-30 Highlights of plan to end ban on transgender servi.... 

200 16-06-30 Poland 1-1 Portugal (3-5 on penalties): Ricardo Qu.... 

201 16-06-30 US embassy in Abidjan pulls photo of gay men at Or.... 

202 16-07-11 Anglican Church of Canada votes against same-sex u.... 

203 16-07-11 Sex education is 'unfit for the smartphone generat.... 

204 16-07-11 Transgender treatment clinics overwhelmed as numbe.... 

205 16-07-12 'Bernie is now officially part of the rigged syste.... 

206 16-08-11 Kendall Jenner lands Vogue's most coveted cover an.... 

207 16-08-20 How the gold medalists of Rio 2016 stack up agains.... 

208 16-08-22 Mexican police turn blind eye to murders of transg.... 

209 16-08-25 Salem police investigating explosion of LGBT newsp.... 

210 16-08-25 Transgender teacher was told to 'think of the chil.... 

211 16-08-28 Want fabulous skin? Eat FAT! LIZ EARLE reveals how.... 

212 16-09-06 Rob Lowe's sex tape gets plenty of replays at his .... 

213 16-09-12 Under the shadow of China's economic slowdown, the.... 

214 16-09-13 'Family over everything': The Arquette siblings gr.... 

215 16-09-13 Former lover of Alexis Arquette sells sex tape fea.... 

216 16-09-15 Marc Jacobs under fire for 'cultural appropriation.... 

217 16-09-16 Marc Jacobs defends his models' dreadlocks after c.... 

218 16-09-17 Scientists discover 'super cute' dinosaur that cou.... 

219 16-09-17 Tony Hale, Derek Hough honored for advocacy ahead .... 

220 16-09-23 Whoopi Golberg reprises Ghost role of Oda Mae Brow.... 

221 16-10-04 Caitlyn Jenner expresses relief over Kim Kardashia.... 

222 16-10-12 Paris exhibition unveils methods, intrigues of 'se.... 

223 16-10-15 WHY IT MATTERS: Issues at stake in election 

224 16-10-19 Transgender man sues city of Houston and two cops .... 

225 16-10-20 Gay rights groups build alliances to counter clima.... 

226 16-10-21 Grandmother of murdered Myls Dobson is rushed from.... 

227 16-10-22 Curt Schilling comes out of left field and asks Ja.... 

228 16-10-22 Lisa Vanderpump is the real deal housewife of Beve.... 

229 16-10-23 Christian parents of girl, 14, who wants to change.... 

230 16-10-28 Social workers accuse Christian family of 'emotion.... 

231 16-10-29 Man accused of murdering a woman and injuring two .... 

232 16-11-02 'Women are more than capable of rising to the top!.... 

233 16-11-02 Robbie exorcises ghost of Winner: Singer and his w.... 

234 16-11-08 Laura Rodgers and Curtys Entoine Taylor charged in.... 

235 16-11-08 Rurik Jutting found guilty of Hong Jong prostitute.... 

236 16-11-10 Anti-Trump protests continue around country 

237 16-11-16 Body of missing 26-year-old man found buried in sh.... 

238 16-11-18 Peru president, APEC host, warns of threats to fre.... 

239 16-11-24 Transgender cop is kept out of LGBT event because .... 

240 16-11-26 British amateur pilot, 72, attempting to fly the l.... 

241 16-11-26 Burnley 1-2 Manchester City: Sergio Aguero nets a .... 

242 16-11-28 Fiat scion 'fakes his own kidnapping after running.... 

243 16-11-28 REVEALED: Caitlyn Jenner shares title of her forth.... 

244 16-11-30 Study of hate Tweets reveals Midlothian is UK's mo.... 

245 16-12-04 Neo-Nazi group puts up racist posters at the Unive.... 

246 16-12-05 12 of the 33 victims who were killed in the Oaklan.... 

247 16-12-06 Transgender student named king of Kansas school da.... 

248 16-12-08 'Minister for Women and Equalities' title is the p.... 

249 16-12-08 Elle Fanning cuddles Kirsten Dunst on last day of .... 
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250 16-12-08 Major survey of transgender Americans finds pervas.... 

251 16-12-11 Oxford University says students must use gender ne.... 

252 16-12-13 Gender, our children and the death of common sense.... 

253 16-12-20 Stunning transgender woman shares graphic video of.... 

254 16-12-22 Brave transgender girl Avery Jackson targeted by t.... 

255 16-12-23 Mother of Josh Vallum who killed transgender Merce.... 

256 16-12-24 Reuters Health News Summary 

257 16-12-26 Donkey ride bans, chicken-dancing councillors, Arm.... 

258 16-12-27 Ex-boyfriend accused of beating 'Catwoman' Jocelyn.... 

259 16-12-28 KU libraries' gender pronoun pins part of inclusio.... 

260 17-01-01 University of Sussex student union bans use of 'he.... 

261 17-01-04 Researchers splashed out £50000 of taxpayers' on s.... 

262 17-01-04 Revealed, the scare tactics of the men who want to.... 

263 17-01-08 Sydney 7-Eleven AXE attack by a blonde woman caugh.... 

264 17-01-14 Andrea Bocelli backs out of singing at Trump's ina.... 

265 17-01-18 Obama to respond if Trump threatens Dreamers, righ.... 

266 17-01-18 Obama's 'misjudgments of his presidency' 

267 17-01-21 Hundreds of thousands of American women protest Tr.... 

268 17-01-21 Thousands of women head to Washington to protest T.... 

269 17-01-21 Women's march organizers face fury for snubbing Hi.... 

270 17-01-23 Caitlyn Jenner steps out in all white for a round .... 

271 17-01-26 Theresa May congratulates GOP and says 'beware' of.... 

272 17-01-27 Public are banned from knowing identity of asylum .... 

273 17-01-30 Father-of-five loses court battle to see her child.... 

274 17-01-31 Trump's pick for education accused of plagiarizing.... 

275 17-02-01 Vegetable oil drastically increases your risk of D.... 

276 17-02-02 The moment I found one of my family was on anti Tr.... 

277 17-02-04 Inside the hidden world of Indonesia's transgender.... 

278 17-02-07 From a hippy henna artist to a transgender beauty .... 

279 17-02-11 Take a pay cut to duck war: Soldiers are offered a.... 
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342 17-08-15 Lesbians are more likely to seek healthcare if its.... 

343 17-08-22 I was delighted when I heard the CPS was cracking .... 
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